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The Hobbs Family 


By Emory L. Hamilton 


(Ed. Note: Mr. Hamilton has 
idone a great deal of research 
concerning the early families. of 
this area.) 
_| When: most people think of 
,| Vincent Hobbs who settled in 
.|Turkey Cove of Lee County, 
Virginia, in the year 1780, they 
_jautomatically think of the Vin- 
|}cent Hobbs who killed the half- 
breed Indian Chief Benge. The 
|Vincent Hobbs, Sr., who made 
the Turkey Cove: settlement 
|was the father of the Vincent 
who killed Benge. 

Vincent Hobbs, Sr., along 

i} with his brothers William and 
Beal Hobbs, are said to have 
been emigrants into Dover, 

- Delaware, about 1735, possibly 

with other members of their 
family, Vincent, Sr., eventually 
moved to the North Fork of 
the Holston River, settling up- 
iriver from the village now 
known as Benhams about the 
year of 1769 where~he~ lived~un- 
tii he moved to the Turkey 
|Cove in 1780. That old Vincent 

‘|Hobbs was familiar with the 

Cove long before settling there 

iis born out by his own 
statement in a land suit in 
1804 wherein he stated he first 
became acquainted with the 
land in dispute in the year 
1770-1771. He further stated 
that he moved to the Cove in 
the year 1780. 

Vincent Hobbs, Sr., is said 
to have been born around 1720, 
and family tradition states 
that his wife was Mary Shelby, 
related to Col. Evan. Shelby 

‘!who settled at present site of 
Bristol. Colonel Evan Shelby 
did have a sister named Mary, 
but the records show that she 
married -in 1752 to Adam 
Alexander. If Vincent’s wife 
was a Shelby, it was a family 
other than Col. Evan’s. At the 
time of his settlement on the 


Holston, most, if not all of 
Vincent’s. children had _ been 
born. pO tag eee 


Records show that he was 
a member of Captain Daniel 
i'Smith's Company-~ of-.Militia « 


been 


member of the party who killed 
Benge. There seems to be no! 


Said to have been the father 
of 23 children. He lived and 
died in Washington County, 
Va. 


-. II - Vincent Hobbs, Jr., was f 


the Vincent Hobbs who killed 
the notorious Indian Chief Ben-| 


ge. Tradition states he never|:: 
married and went to Tennessee |: 


to live. . - ‘ 


III - Abner Hobbs, went to 
Tennessee, and later to Mis- 
souri. Who did he marry? 

IV William _ Hobbs was 
killed by Indians, along with 
two men named Stennet 
and Knowles, on October 22, 
1793, on the north (Kentucky) 
side of Cumberland mountain 
When ambushed by 10 Indians 
whom they had been trailing. 

V - James Hobbs, was con- 
sidered dead by his family for 
many years, but _ eventually 
showed up as is shown wn a 
land suit filed in 1805, Hobbs 
M8. -Elobbs,.wherein he states: 

“In 1773, 
settlement in 
County, ~Va., on the North 
Fork of Holston, but left for 
something, during which he 
was considered dead, but re- 
turned, ‘and found that his! 
father, Vincent Hobbs had sold|_ 
to William Williams. Orator en-| 


listed in a company to gol’ 


against the Indians and was on 
the frontier 21 years, during |- 
which time William had sold|. 


to John Kendrick. John com-|! 
pleted his title and died, leay-|! 
ing Thomas, John, John Burks|’. 


and Mary his wife, 


and Elizabeth Kindrick, widow 
of John, Sr.” 

There Should be some rich 
family stories of James’ long 


| 
4 
| 


Stay on the frontied if anyone || 


living ae ee pope. 
VI - obbs, born]. 


the youngest child of! 
Vincent and Mary, may have |. 

the “Abraham” Hobbs|: 
listed by James Huff as a! 


! 


v 
William | * 


Allen and Rachael his wife, |," 


Klik Garagen BPOLlrt OO Like “eli 


of October 1774, and he also calling the name after a lapse| 


appeared in’ Captain 


|‘|Shelby’s militia Company on a 


muster of June 11, 1773. 
Again on August 13, 1774, he 
was co-signer with — Capt. 
Daniel Smith to Col. William 
Preston regarding the Indian 
‘situation, The © Memorandum 
Book of Capt. Isaac Shelby in 
‘the Draper’ Manuscript col- 
lection shows the name of Vin- 
cent Hobbs among the list of 
officers stationed on the Noli- 
chucky in Tennessee, August 1, 
1776, in. Shelby’s Company of 
militia. On the strength of this 
some of his descendants have 
‘become members of the D.A.R. 
| Vincent Hobbs’ _ son-in-law, 
1 John Benham had an Indian 
Fort on the North Fork of 
| Holston prior to, and perhaps 
ilong after the outbreak of the 
#} Revolutionary War. Since Vin- 
ticent Hobbs and John Benham 
(lived on adjoining land — this 
fort probably served the two 
ilfamilies as a defense in times 
s|of sudden Indian attacks. There 
tlis no factual evidence that it 


i{was ever, garrisoned by State 
Orator made a]: 
Washington! ; 


militia troops. 

Less is known of Vincent 
Hobbs after his removal to 
Turkey Cove than when he 
‘lived on the Holston to this 


-lwriter. Both he, and his wife, 


Mary, are said to lie in un- 
marked graves near their old 
home and DeBusk’s Mill in the 
Turkey Cove of Lee County. 


‘| Some say that Vincent and 


Mary had ten children, seven 
sons and three daughters, but 
when his son, Joe Hobbs ap- 
plied for a Revolutionary pen- 
sion he listed twelve children, 
eight sons and four daughters. 
This’ writer does 
which claim is correct, but is 
listing those given by Joe 


I 


| 


will help correct the same. 
I - Ezekiel Hobbs, born 1753, 


Lilly. He was probably married 
more than once since he 


' years, 


Hobbs, hoping that if this is in| 
error someone who may know 


said to have married Elizabeth 


Evan| Of more than fifty years may 


have been hazy in his recollec- 


tions, ; yi 
VII - ‘Tho Hobbs. No 
ata. ae, eet 
VIII - Jof# Hobbs, applied for 


a Revolutionary War pension in 
Madison County, Arkansas, : in 
1859, stating his age as 100 
and his birthplace as 
' Frederick County, Virginia. He 
‘stated that his mother was 
“Ruth Thomas.” Could old 
Vincent’s wife really have been 
Mary Ruth Thomas, or was 
Job’s memory also fuzzy? 

IX - Rachael Hobbs married 
John Russell. In 1794 . this 
couple were still living on the 
Holston for it will be recalled 
that Mrs. Elizabeth Livingston 
sent her children to “neighbor 
John Russells” when she was 
captured by Benge in April, 
1794, 

X - Hannah Hobbs, died 1833, 
married William Blanton, died 
1817, a Revolutionary War 
soldier. In 1859 of their 9 
children only Aggy Johnston 
was still alive when she ap- 
plied for a pension in Wash- 
4ngton County, Va. on her 
father’s Revolutionary service, 
SOE obbs married 
John tts was dead in 
1801. Lived on Holston and 
the village of Benhams in that 
section was named for them. 

XII - Ruth Hobbs, no data. 
Listed as a sister by Job Hobbs. 
Note: If any reader can add 
to, or correct any of this manu- 
script please contact the writer 
at Wise, Va.. 
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HUSBAND be 1 ee ee Hobbs me ! ‘Name and address of person submitting 
Birth ca 1812-1 Place Washington Co., Va. 


this sheet: 
Chr. Place. Dorcas M. Hobbs 
Mar. _ | Place P. 0. Box 752 
~Death_c&® 1897 place Lee Co, » Va. Pikeville, Ky. 41501 
a Berial ie = 
Fether_Ezekiel Hobb os 
‘Mother__Elizabeth Lill : ua 


— ee 
NOTE m. 1-Margaret Blubough-21-10-1835-Lee Co.,Va. : 
m. 3-Susan Rivers-2-7-1882-Lee COs, Va. 


Will probated - 17 May 1897 


Where was information shown on this 
family record obtained? 
Lee Co., Va. Census 


WIFE__Lucinda Zion Lee Co., Va. Death Rec. 

Birth ca 1819 Place Lee CO., Va. : Will - Shelby Hobbs 

Chr. : Dien. : | Will - Ezekiel Hobbs 

Death 30 Oct. 1880  p,., Lee Co.. Va ee Co., Va. rriages 
Burial Plate. LEC COs, Vae : Death Rec.- Lucinda 
Father. William Zion “| 
Mother Mary France : Shelby's children by 1Ist- / 

; NOTE | : Mary b. Martha J. Hobbs b, ca 1836 


by 3rd _- Alpha Hobbs b. 


—2 Aug. 1883 m, Moses Spry °— 
DAY MO. YEAR| CITY COUNTY STATE SPOUSE 


1844 Va, Date | 
John Z. Hobbs D.8-11-1864 | Cp.Douglas, Ill, To | 
B. 184 Va, |Date | 


To Jim Webber 


Va. i Date 
Nancy Hobbs To Burton 


| B. 9-7-1849 Va. [Date 26-7-1868 
© a. (Dats 
. Vas _|Date 
Tyler Hobbs D.1-1-1854 e Va. |To 
B.4-2-1853 


: 


Elizabeth Hobbs 


F 


® 


B. 184 


ie ee ae 
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Va .| Date 
or 2 3 Lee Va.|To 
Lee Va .| Date 19-1-18 


To Mary Patterson. 
Va. |Date : 


To Matilda \/47. 


Date 
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B.17-3-1859 


Jasper B. Hobbs 


| B. 1863 
Newton D. Hobbs D. 15-10-1864 
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; The Evertor Publishers, Inc.. 

Utah. Publishers of THE 
Send for 2 free catalogue with 
many genealogical aids. 
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Compiler 
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City, State 


Date 


Children's Name in Full 
(Arrange in order of birth) 
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Other wives, if any. No. (1) (2) etc. 
Make separate sheet for each mar. 
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Wife’s Full Maiden Name Mar Mats Ite, Cates 


Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info. on Wife 


Places of Residence 


Occupation if other than housewife Church Affiliation 


Other husbands, if . No. (1) (2) etc. 
Make separate sheet for 


each mar, 


(RASTER Aloe SMELT! 
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Ezekiel Hobbs Family oC 


GEORGE WASHINGTON HOBBS, born ca 1810, married 20 Oct. 1833, 
Lee Coe, Vae, Catherine Bliubough, born ca 1818, daughter of 
Jacob Blubough. Resided Washington COs Vae aap 6 


between 1870 and 1880. 7 fave a& pieture ur Hobe s 
home , s#jil  Standine y Mendota ;Ve Aeav? 
Known children: . Zomiles Frem perv & 


1. Jerome Hobbs, born ca 1838, married 10 Aug. 1860, Wash. 
Co., V&ae, Jamima Kaylor, dau. of Hiram and Catherine 
(Fleenor?) Kaylor. Jamima born ca 1839. Jerome m. 2nd. 

Davis. 


Known children: . 

1. Joel Hobbs, b. 15 May 1861, married 
28 Dec. 1882, Sarah Ann Sullivan. He 
d. 12 Sept. 1942, Rose City?, Va. 
Children: 


2. Washington Hobbs, born ca 13864 
3. Hiram Hobbs, born ca 1867 


4, Arrita Hobbs, born ca 1869, married 
Robert D. Be Hutton, 14% Feb. 1888, 
Washington Coer Vae,y son of Len and 
Doreas Hutton. Children: 

l. Wiley Hutton 
2. Ansell(Anci1) Hutton 
3. Orville Hutton 
4. Minnie Hutton married Ott Ball 
had= 
1. Leodema Ball 


eae Hutton m. Phelps 


6. Elizabeth Hutton m,. Luther Leonard 
children: 
1. Robert Leonard 
2e Garnet Leonard m. Melissa 
Crusenberry 


3. Ester Leonard 
bh, Wintson Leonard m, Maney 
Gentry. 


5. Hazel Inez Leonard nm. 
Charles Tuell 


6, Eva(Era?) Leonard nm. 
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7. Lionel Leonard 
_8. Pearl Leonard m.___DeLeach 


9. Nadine Leonard m. Coy 
Clifton 


10, Elbert Leonard 

11, William Leonard 

12, Eugene Leonard 

13. _ Leonard 

14. Orville Jerome Leonard 
15. Mary Elizabeth Leonard nm, 


Draper 


2. Cemantha(Samantha) Hobbs, born ca 1840, married 20 June 
1860 (617), James Madison Hebbs, son of Wayne & Catherine 
Hobbs. Washington Co., Va. He deceased by 1880, 

Known childrens 
1. Catherine Hobbs, born ca 1865 


2e Pauline Hobbs, born ca 1874 
probably others, 
3e Henry Harvey Hobbs, born ca 1842, married 31 Jan. 1867, Wash. 
CO., V&ep Ellen Horne, dau. of Joel and Mary Horne. 


Known childrens: 


1. Francis Merton Hobbs, born ca 1868, m. 
Huldeah Leenard. Children; 


lL. Ray Hobbs 

2. Lily Hobbs m. Walter McCracken 

3. Alfred Hobbs 

4, Fred Hobbs 

5. C. Be Hobbs 

2. Joserh C. Hobbs, born ca 1675, m <1 

mM. 2 Sarah Corda Pippin, 6 Oct. 1902, Wasne 
CO, Vae, dav. of Patten & Mary Pippin, 
Known children: 


1. Della Myrtle Hobbs 


2, Ruby Pearl Hobbs m. Clarence Sproles 
had «= 
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«34 Ethel Hobbs m. Verlin Sproles 
: nad = ¢ 
; 1. Robert Sproles — 
os Dorothy Sproles 


3. Fred Sproles 


4, Vireil B. Hobbs 
5. Mary Lula Hobbs 
6. Ernest J. Hobbs 
7+ Roy B. Hobbs 
8, James P, Hobbs 
9. David Hobbs 
vos LO. Lee? Hobbs 
3. Conley W. Hobbs, born ca 1879 


possibly others 


4, Emory Craig Hobbs, born ca 1846, married Margaret Elizabeth 
Kaylor. He died 2 Oct. 1934 She d. 1904, 
Known children: 


1. William Joel (Joe?) Hobbs, born 8 Feb. 1870, married 
Bertha V. Horn, born 31 Jan. 1875. He died 26 March 1932, 
She died 26 Sept. 1938 
Children: 

1. Flossie Virginia Hobbs, b. 28 Cct. 1895 
2 Earl Kaylor Hobbs, b. 1 Sept. 1897 

3. Annie May Hobbs, b. 3 Jan. 1900 

4, Forest Craig"Jack" Hobbs, be 30 Oct. 1901 
5. George Vernon Hobbs, b. 29 Oct. 1903 

6. William Denzel Hobbs, b. 3. June 1905 

7+ Theodore Roosevelt Hobos, b. 7 Jane 1907 
8. Donald Clifford Hobbs, b. 6 July 1909 

9. Charles Cyrus Hobbs, b. 18 Feb. 1912 


LO. Louise Hobbs, b. 29 March 1913 
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ll. Lillinn.Nobbs, b. 29 March 34913, a. 1913 
12. James Andrew Hobbs, b. 25 Lec. 1914 


33, Edward Eugene Hobbs, be 14 Apr. 1917, Ge 


14, Bertha Viola Hobbs, b. 23 Feb. 1919 
2. James W. Hobbs, born : 1873 
36 Seek Je Hobbs, porn ca 1875, died 30 Apr. 1960 
4, Emory C, Hobbs, born ca 1877, died 1947 
5. da M. Hobbs, born ca 1879, masetad 23 Dec. 1902, Wash. Co., 


Vae, Se Se Houser, son of Eawkeins & Sallie Eouser, 
6. Viola C, Hobbs 
7. Clarence S. Hobbs, b. ad. 1948 
8. Minnie C. Hobbs de Oct, 1957 
9. Vernon D. Hobbs 
5- Emmitt Hobbs, born ca 1848, marrted Martha M.(Wicker) Whittelker, 
dau. of Newell and Malinda Wicker, 18 Jan. 1870, Washe Cos, Va. 
Known children: 
1. Margaret Hobbs, born ca 1872, married Alfie Parsons 
2. Barry He (Barryhill) Hobbs, born ca 1874, married Belle 
Parson, dau. of Bill Parsons. Childrens 
1. Bill Hobbs 
2. Carly T, Hobbs, m. Minerva Parsons 
had = 
1. Ralph Hobbs m. Wanda Fee, had- 
1. David Hobbe - 
ae Ce De. Eobbs 
3 Halph Hobbs, Jr. 


h, Larry Hobbs 
5« Randy Hobbs 
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(Carly T,. Hobbs Family, cont.) 
2. Paul Hobbs m. Nancy Weatherly 
had- ‘ 
1. Gary Hobbs m, Darlena 
Salyers, hade 
1. Christe Hobbs 


2. Mike Hobbs m. Debdoreh 
Kitron. 


3, Timothy Hobbs, b. 1962 

4, Bradley Hobbs, be 1965 

3. Carly T. Hobbs, Jr. m. Barbara 
Jean Willey, nad- 


1. Sharon Hobbs m. Daniel 
Hensley 


2. Jerry Hobbs 
4, Jimmy Hobbs m. Brenda Jenkins 
5. Pauline Hobbs m. Bill Fritts 
had= 
1. Cathy Fritts m. Jeffrey 
Morrell 
2e Darrell Fritts 
3. Stephen W. Hobbs, born ca 1878, married 
Louisa Parsons, had- 
1. Roy Hobbs m. Virgie Carter 
2, Carless Hobbs 
3. Stickley Hobbs m,. Thelma Turner 
4. Lee Hobbs m,. Millard 
6. Henderson Hobbs, born ca 1849, married Mary T. Adams. 


Known children: 


1. Cora Hobbs, married 11 May 1902, G. Be Campbell, son of 
P. J. We. & Mary Campbell. 


2. Lawrence Hobbs m,. Bevlah Johnson 


3. Willie Hobbs m,. Clemn 
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D Levi Hobbs, born ca 1850, married Demetrus E. Markham, 1973, 
Children: 


4 


8. Alfred Hobbs, born ca Lose 


9. Cynthia Hobbs, born ca 1855, married Stratton. 
Children: | 


Ll. Catherine Stratton m. Henry Cross 


2e Pauline Stratton m. John Smyth 


10. Martha Hobbs, born ca 1857, married 1. Charles P, Campbell, 
15 Feb. 1900, Wash. Co., Vae, son of Je We & Me Ee Campbell, 
married 2. Alonzo Rice. 
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| Birth oa 
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» ». Mar. #27 July 1803 Place 
m,Death_13 June 1835 place 
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NOTE *Believed to have been m. 
This was his last marriage, 


Wife Elizabeth Lilley 
Births CA L755 Place 
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: Place 
Death Place 
Burial Place _- 
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NOTE Hardy Lilley CO-Signer of Marr, 
; Elizabeth age 
Wash. Co.,Va.-does not appear in 1870, 
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Ezekiel Hobbs Family ~ Place ef Birth un KneWns 
Bowied in M ¢@ nde Yay Vd . an RS 
ave Seen Ni & Oral Gu 
WILLIAM HOBBS » born ca 1797, Washington Co., Vae» married — 
Mary » born ca 1806. William and family was living in 
Lee Co., Vae in 1850. By 1860 William is seoeanes and Mary 
1s living with son, Aaron Hobbs, 


Known children: 
1. Sarah Hobbs, born ca 1824, me William Chrisman, b. ca 1816, 
2.e Washington Hobbs, born ca 1832, m. 


3. Aaron Hobbs, born ca 1834, m. Naoma Reasor, born ca 1842, 
Aaron died during Civil War at Camp Douglas, Ill. on 22 
Nov. 1863. Naoma was probably the daughter of Peter Reasor. 
Known children: 
l. Peter A. Hobbs, b. ca 1858, 


2. John B.. Hobbs 
3 Ira Aw (Afron Floyd) Hobbs, b. 15 Nove. &~ 


A ; ; gf AES 
a Floyd 7 1862, m, 29 Oot. 1896, Darthula Doctie’ fone 
at ae ana oa bos, be 6 Mary 187, daue of Hampton a geth 
$72 Wel Co per "'> Amanda(Collinsworth) Hobbs. Their 


Children: 


~ 


“™aryry 


} 


1. Edna Elizabeth Hobbs, b. 2 Aug. 1897, 


me. George F, Whitham, m. 2. Earl C, 
Deboy. She ad. 31 March 1919, Rush 
COe,y Ind. One Daugnter: 
1. Virginia Kathryn Whitham, b. 
25 Fed. 1922, m. Russell Brock, 
Children: 
Linda Kay Brock 
Ronald David Brock 
Bonnie Ann Brock 
Cheryl Brock 
(This family lives in Denver, 
Colorado, except Bonnie who 
lives in Boise, Idaho. 


2e Naomi Catherine Hobbs, b. 2 June 1900, 
m. Robert H. Smith, Middletown, Ind. 


Childrens 


1. Neda Kay Smith m. Donald 


White, Their children: 
Dannie Ray White 
Rodney White 


haenap a White, de 25 


July 196 5 ° 


3. Estella Amanda Hobbs, b. 2 Jan. 1902, 


d. age 18 mos. 


4, Ruth Oressa Hobbs, b. 23 Aug. 1903, 


m. Sheffy Reasor Olinger, Indianapolis, 


Ind. Childrens 
1, Alan Hobbs Olinger, of 


Morton, Ill. has children- 
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Children of Alan Hobbs. Olinger: 
Kevin Olinger Karen Olinger 
Kathleen Olinger, Keith Olinger 
Kimberly Olinger, Kelly Olinger. 


2. Jack Edwin Olinger of Indpls., 
Ind. Children: 
David Olinger, Mark Olinger, 
Stephen Olinger, Beth Olinger, 
James Olinger. 


5« Marie Etta Hobbs, b. 10 Dec. 1903, 
m. Frank B. Coons, lived Cincinnati, 
Ohio. She d. 6 Aug. 1940. Children: 
Ellenor Jo Coons m. John Flint, 

lives Atlanta, Ga. has ch? 

Susan Leslie FPlint 
Kathieen Patricia Flint 
Nancy Jo Flint 


Patricia Ann Coons m,. Arthur Lyle 
Baker, Cincinnatie, Ohio. has; 
Bradford Lyle Baker 
Denise Ann Baker iaeanes 


6. Kathleen Wavelet Hobbs, b. 18 June 1908, 
m. Donald L. Renegar, 16 June 1934, 
Children: 3 : 

Marcia Lynn Renegar m. Brian 
Delegard Bailey, Indpls., Ind. 
Haves : 

Brian Paul Bailey 

Amanda Jane Bailey. 


4, Nanetta Hobbs, born ca 1836, m, 


5. Mary A. Hobbs, born ca 1838, m. 


6. Catherine Hobbs, born ca 1840, m. 


7» William Hobbs, born ca 1843, m,. 


8, Margaret Hobbs, born ca 1845, li, 
9. Jemima Hobbs, born ca 1848, nm, 


Note: Peter Reasor was the 
gsuerdian of infant children of 
Aaron S. Hobbs, Peter A., John B, 
and Ira A. The last must be 

_ iva Aaron Floyd. This was in March 

1866. Rentors from the Estate were 

Naoma C,. Hobbs(his widow) and 
Mary Hobbs(his mother) p. 209 

Lee Co., Va. Wills. 
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Gis a i en A ‘e 'S is , f / / 
Osea Was fzeK.e/ s Son Setr/emenKr Called 


| a... Mendoted ; i(@ 
SHELBY KOBES, born ca 1812-1815, WasNington Co., Va., married 

1. Margaret Blubougn, 21 Oct. 1835, Lee Coo, Vae, dau. ofr 

Jacob Blubough, m. 2. Lucinda Zion, ca 1843, dau. of Wu. & 
Mary(France) Zion. She d. 30 Oct. 1880. m. 3. Susan Rivers, 

2 july 1882, Lee Co., Va. Shelby died ca 1897, Lee Co., Va. 

Susan Rivers. Hobbs, d. 1941, Detroit, Mich. 


Children: (Shelby was married to Margaret about 8 years so 
it is possible that he had 3 or more ch. by her.) 


i. Mary Hobbs, believe this may have been a dau. and married 
& Grant and had- . 


lL. Ulysses Grant, listed as erandson in 1880, 
("Liss" would be a nickname for Ulysses) 


as (son) Hobbds?? 


3. Martha Jane Hobbs, born ca 1836, possibly m,. George W. Zion, 
9 Oct. 1851, Lee COes Vae - 


4, John Z. Hobbs(Z. gor Zion, his mother's maiden name), born 
ca 1644, d. 8 Nov. 1864, Camp Douglas, ILL., possibly nm, 
Elizabeth Howard and hade 


1. Joseph Hobbs 
2- Fuson Hobbs 
5e Elizabeth Hobbs, born ca 1845, believe m. James Webber 


6. Nancy Hobbs, born ca 1847, believe m. Burton. 


3B , oe ! e & ke oVe 
Te _Hampton Hamilton B, Hobbs, born 9g July 1846, Lee Co. : Va. 


» hyghand'S We 26 July 1868, Lee Co., Va., Amanda J. Collinsworth, dau. 
ry eats Of Thomas and Esther (Blubough) Collinsworth. Esther dau, of 
Gherd PA ' Jacob Blubough. . 

| Children: 


1. John S. Hobbs, b. ca 1869, m. 15 July 1892, Lee 
CO.» Vao, Belle Asbury, dau. of J. & T,. Asbury. 
Children: 

1. Joseph Hobbs, b. 4 Oct. 1897, m. 
: 2 July 1938, Maxie Grubb, dau. of 
James & Donie(Lane) Grubb, Wise Co,, 
Va. Children; 
~.- . 1, Mable Hobbs, b, 29 May 1940 


2. Jimmy Dale Hobbs, b. 29 Sept, 
1941 or 43, m. Sandra Lee | 
Spears, dau. of James & Pansey 
(McKinney) Spears, Children; 

1. Loretta Lynn Hobbs, b. 1971, 


3. Billy Ray Hobbs, b. 4 Jan. 1943, 
me 28 Oct. 1964, Brenda Kay 
Maggard, dau. of James M. & 
Olvat (Stanley) Maggard, 
Children, | 


Ss 
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(Joseph Hobbs Family) 
Children of Billy Ray Hobbs 
l. Billy Joe Hobbs, b. 1966 
2. Alex Monroe Hobbs, b. 1971 
4, Gladys Hobbs, b. 17 Oct. 1947, 
Me Frank Light, 24 Dec. 197222 
(if these aren't her children 
they shouldn't be listed) 
1. Jerry Lee Light b. 1966 
(John S.*s children) | 2 April Dawn Light, b. 1968 
2e Janie Hobbs 
30 Corie Hobbs 
4, Lillie Hobbs 
5. Maggie Hobbs 
6. Henry Hobbs 
7+ George Hobbs 


8. Willard Hobbs 


(th. of Hampton) 9. Huey Hobbs 


cont e- 


) 


2. Martha J. Hobbs, born ca 1871, married Floyd Stewart, 
no children. 


Be 


4. 


5° 


Callie O, Hobbs, born ca 1873, narvict Abfrrd. Eabintsns 
children: | | 


Darthula Doctie Hobbs, b. 6 May 1874; me 29 Oct. 1896, Lee 
Coe, Vae, Aaron Floyd Hobbs. She d. 3 July 1962, Rushville, 


Ind, 


He died 31 March 1919, Rushville, Ind. (For a list 


of their children, see William Hobbs Family-Aaron Hobbs) 


Joseph E. Hobbs, b. 2 Sept.(15 Sept.) 1876, m. Emeline 
Bishops Children: 


1. Boyd Hobbs m. Baker 
Ze Gladys Zobba m. Edward Baker 


Alexander De Hobbs, de 22 Dec. meee died young. 


page 3, Shelby Hobbs Family 


(Hampton's children, cont.)... 


7. Alamanda Hobbs, born 22 Décs 1879, married 26 May 1902, 
Alfred Robbins, b. 25 May 1880. She d. 11 Sept. 1966, 
he d. 12 Dec. 1962, Coeburn, Va. 


Children: 


1. Ivan Cornelius Robbins, b. 22 March 1903, 
- NovVe 1909. 


26 


36 


4 


be 
6. 


Joseph Emory Robbins, be 9 Dec. 1904, d. 


Nov. 1909. 


Ruby Golden Robbins, b. 28 July 1907, d. 


Mary Lilian Robbins, b. 13 Dec. 1910. 


Lena Mae Robbins, b. 20 Oct. 1917, d. 1917. 


Clyda Bureida Robbins, b. 15 Apre aaehs marréed 
Roy Brickey, be. 2 Oct. 1918. 


Children: 


° 


Ze 


Roy David ‘Brickey, De 30 Jan. 1942, 


Joe Wayne Brickey, b. 13 July 1943, 
me Nancy Carol Lovell, children: 

1. Wm. David Brickey 

2. Martin Wayne Brickey 

3. Anthony Alfred Brickey 


2. Billy Steve Nagy, children: 


Diana Lynn Nagy, be 19 Mar. 1947, 
m. Lee Robert Stevens 


Mary Ellen Nagy, be 2 Aug. 1949, 
me. 1. Robert L. Maggard 
mie 2. Jimmy Alan Hickam 


7¢ James Wm. Harold Robbins, b. 7 Feb. 1912, d. 


Aug ry 1943 e 


8. Lillie Hobbs, born ca 1881, m. 11 Nov. 1909, Lee Con, Vae; 
Conly Rhoton, son of Henderson and Annie Rhoton, 


Children: 


>. 
Be 

: as 
oe 


Amanda Rhoton 


Tommy Rnoton 


Henry Rhoton 


Ruby Rhoton 


Geneva Rhoton married Sam Edwards 
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(Hampton's children, cont.) 


9. Donie Hobbs, 
had= 


born ca 1880??, 


1. Flossie Hobbs, born ca 1898, married Melvin S. 
Duff. 


10. Etta Hobbs, 
Samuel Ward, 
Children: 


Ze 


4, 


5. 
Ee Millard Croc 


(will list these children later) 


born ca 1886, married _ Dec, 1906, Lee Co., Va., 
son of Jonathan & Caroline Ward, 


Blanch Inez Ward m. Chap King 
Children: 
: 1. Jack King 


ae Ted King 


Millard Crockett Ward m. Jean 
Children: 


lL. Beverly Ward 
James Shelby Ward 
Bess Mae Ward m, Andrew Bogina 
Children: 

lL. Jerry Bogina 
Harold Hampton Ward m. Shirley 


kett Hobbs, born 1883, married 1 Oct. 1921, 


Lee Co., Va., Vera Pearson, dau. of John & Rosa(Olinger) 
Pearson, She b. 1893. 


Children; 


Ze 


3. 
b 


5e 


Clayton Clifford Hobbs, b. —_.oept. 1922, 
Me Pansy Lawson, Children: 
lL. Kitty Hobbs 


Herbert Carlston Hobbs, m. Billie Jean Lark, 
Children: 


1. Je Stacey Hobbs, b. 1971 
Edna Hobbs, died in infancy 


Pauline Arbutus Hobbs, m,. Earl Cottrell 
Children: aa 
1. Gwendola Cottrell, died in infancy 
2. Gloria Gottrell 


Millard Crockett Hobbs, Jr., me Emma Arnette 
Childrens 

1. Barbara Ann Hobbs 

2. Peggy Hobbs 


Ruth Hobbs m. Paul Maness 
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vai Re Sag 


jee 
12. Shelby Bureaugard “Hobbs, ‘born 4 April 1890, Lee Coe, Vae, 
husband © ce Dec. 1913, Lee Co., Va., Laura Belle Pearson, dau, 
Lit Se wm of John and none (Danger } Pearson, b. 24 June 1896. He 


Children: 


hae | 


ie yea b. 12 oan 1914, d. 11 Dec. 1918, 
{ lee ees 
hos bane 2, Earl Haward HobD 


ay 
Children: 


Som. 


sie 


B af ve 


3 June 1919, married 


» Alna A ies Clarkston, dau, 
of Charlies Evans and ian s eres 


: Shei aril 


alaech'rA,Y 


Hobbs © fl PEO June 194U, 


2 Aug. 1963, Shirley Agatha 
peter De 16 AUS e 1945. 


Childrens 
caged S ov, 1. 


Ors 
(children of Shelby Hobbs, cont.) 


Michael sey akbe 


a . 
- Kings Pe a ae ee Ty 


8. William France Hobbs, b. ca 1850, Lee Co., Vase, married 
Martha(Margaret) Harper, b. ca 1840, 


Childrens 


i. 
26 
36 
, 


56 


James H. Hobbs, born ca 1865 


Fanny Hobbs, born ca 1864 


Lizzie Hobbs, born ca 1870 


Willy Hobbs, born 20 July 1873, married Dora 
Bruner, 8 Aug. 1594, Lee Co., Va. 


Thomas Hobbs, born 24 July 1875, married Alice 
Daugherty, 25 Apr. 1900, Lee Co., Va. 


Children: 


Ze 
3e 


4 


56 
6. 
7° 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Rando. Hobbs 
Murphy Hobbs 
Mrytle Hobbs m, 
Joanna Hobbs m,. 


Bess Hobbs mm, 


Johnson 
ae 


Kinser 


Ada Hobbs not married. 


Netty Hobbs Me 


Kate Hobbs nm. 


Rogers 


Woodward 


Marie Hobbs m. 


Joy Hobbs m, 


Morefield 


Jessee 


® 
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. (Wm. France's children, cont.) 
6. John Hobbs, b. ca 1876, to Highland, Kans, 
7. Frances Hobbs, b. ca 1880 
8. Alonzo. Hobbs . 
9. Fronia Hobbs m. ____— Wade 
10. Mary Hobbs 


9. Tyler Hobbs, De 1851, d. 1 Jan. 1854, 


10, male Hobbs, b. & d. 14 Feb. 1853. 


ll. Zion Hobbs, born 1 March 1855, married 19 Jan. 1877, Lee Co., 
Vae, Mary Patterson, dau. of Thomas & Margaret Patterson. 
Children: 

1. Emory Cainer Hobbs, born 24 Nov. 1877. Lee Co., 
Vaes Me 2 Nov. 1901, Ida Mae Garrett, dau. of 
Joseph & Irena(Spears) Riggs Garrett. He d. 

1 May 1968, Middlesboro, Ky. She dad. 11 Apr. 
1960, same, 
Childrens . 
1. Robert H. Hobbs, b. 5 Nov. 1903, 
Claiborne Co., Tenn., m. 1 Aug. 
1924, Pike Coe, Ky., Louise Hughes, 
dau, of James and Frankie (Tackett) 
Hughes. He d. 19 Apr. 1970. 
Childrens 
1. Robert Emory Hobbs, 
be 1928, d. 1931 


2. James Gabriel Hobbs, 
b. 24 June 1930, Pike 
COe,s Kye» Te. 29 JANe 
1954, Dorcas Mae 
McDaniel, born 10 Nov. 
1935, Hancock Co., Inde, 
dau. of Ivan Earl and 
Cophene (Lukens ) sain maton 
Children: 

1. Candice J. Hobbs, be 
| 1955, me John pvebhen 
O*Quinn, 1975. 


2. James Emory seed a 
be 1957 


-3. Tammie Kay etal 
; be 1959 


4, Robert Ivan Hobbs, 
be. 1964, 


page 7,-Sneloy xobds ramily 
(Zion's children, cont.) 
(Emory C.°s children, cont.) 
(Robert H.'s children cont.) 


3e Wilnah Louise Hobbs, b, 
8 Dec. 1935, m. Douglas 
Dixon. Child: 


1. Andrea D, Dixon, bd. 
1972. 


2. Joseph Raymond Hobbs, b. 21 Apr. 1905, 
Claiborne Co., Tenn. m. Berniece ° 
Childs 

l. Lyle Emory Hobbs, b. 1954 


3. Herbert F,. Hobbs, b. 18 Sept. 1908, 
mM. Jéanne L. Cooke. He d. 8 June 1970. 
no children, | 


4, Charles E. Hobbs, b. 11 June 1910, d. 
1967, m. Mallie Banks. 
no children 


5« Mattie M, Hobbs, be. 15 June 1913, 
‘Me Le Sexton 
had- 
1. Carlos Sexton 
Me 2. Edward B. Howard 
had-= 
1. Edwina Howard 


2. Robert Douglas Howard 
2. James S. F. Hobbs, b. 10 Apr. 1880, died as child. 
3. Willie Hobbs, supposedly died as young man in Dryden, Va. 
4, Rosa Hobbs, be. ca 1881, m,. 2 Sept. 1902, Thomas Miller, 
Lee Coo, Vae, San of Alex and Delia Miller. 
Children: 777? 


5, Louisa Hobbs, b. l Dec. 1869 Me 
Childrens 7777 


6. John Silas Hobbs, be. 21 June 1892, Lee Cos, Vae, Me 
1921, Florence Cole, dau. of John M. & Mary(Spencer) 
Cole. He d. 22 Feb. 1971, Winchester, Ky. She d. 
7 June 1930, Beattyville, Ky. 
Childs 
Ruth Hobbs, b. 18 Feb. 1922, m. 28 March 1960, - 
Jess Owens, no children. — 
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(Shelby's children, cont.) 

12. James J. Hobbs, b. 4 March 1857, m. 4 Apr. 1875, Lee Co., 
Va., Mary Matilda Gates, dau. of Wm. & Eliza(Barker) Gates, 
Resided Colt, Arkansas after 1880, 

Children: 
1. Mary(Manerva) Hobbs, b. 25 May 1877 
2. I. Liza A. Hobbs, b. ca 1878 
3. Palmer Hobbs, born after 1880 
4, Clarence Hobbs, born after 1880 


13. Job Hobbs, b. 17 March 1859, 


14. Jefferson Davis Gustavus Hobbs, b. 28 Aug. 1861 
(Believe this may be Jasper) 


Jasper B. Hobbs, b. ca 1861, mn. » to Montana 
Childrens 

1. Ida Hobbs 

2e Catherine Hobbs 


3. Sarah Hobbs 
15. Newton D,. Hobbs, b. 1863, d. 15 Oct. 1864, 


Child by Susan Rivers 


16. Alpha Hobbs, b. 2 Aug. 1883, married Moses Spry, 
died Detroit, Mich. 
no children, 
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Virginia 


of Ezekiel Hobbs Pension Paners @ 


Washington County to wit : 
On the 6th day of October in the year 1834 personally appeared 


in open Court before Benjamin Esbill Judge of the Circuit Supsriour 
Court of Law and Chancery being a Court of Record Ezekiel Hobbs 


resident of the County of Washington in the State of Virginia 
aged Seventy~two and upwards years who being first sworn according 


to law upon his Oath doth make the following declaration in order 


te obtain the Pension or provision made by the Act of Congress of 
the 7th of June 1832 that he was drafted in the year 1776 in the 


County of Fineastle? but now the County of Washington having been 


divided and sent t4 Fert Shelby where he did duty two months under 
the command of Cart Fulkerson at that time the Arny under the 


 gommand ef Col Christian marched into the gountry with which he 
Went as a volunteer against the Cherokees and was in that service 


two months fully. In 1777 he was drafted to do duty in Benham 
Fort on the North Pork of Holston River remained there one month 


| and then march over the mountain to (Couays Fort on Clinch to 
prevent that Fort from being taken by the Indians which Was 
effected and the lives of a larze nunber ef Yomen and Children as 


well as were saved then he served one month, he bhen was marched 
baok to Benham Fort and there employed two months as a guard in 


that year(1778) he believes in the month of August an expedition 


marched to Kentucky againg the Indians in which he was drafted and 
put under the command of Capt. George Adams who was commanded by 


Major Daniel Smith, they returned not long before Christmas, 


making a tour of service of four months in which he encountered 
great hardships, he was in the year 1778 nearly the whole year in 
aa hard service against the Savace enemy on the frontier, 
In 1779 he was drafted for one months service at Benham Fort being 
all of his service in that year. In 1780 he was drafted to march 
against the British and Tories in Carolina they rendevoued at ons 
Ever(Even Bakers and marched with the Regiment commanded by Col 
William Campbell on the expedition te Kings Mountain but being 
taken sick was left and did not share in the glory of that Battle 


_ he was-only two weeks in that service and was the last. He was 


living on the north fork of Holston River when he was first called 
into service on the same farm where he now resides in the County 
of Washington, Yircinia and whem he las always resided. He never 
had any regular discharge that he can renember if he had it hag 


~iong Since been lost, he served 13 months and 2 weeks in all, 
‘" That his name is not on the Pension list of any State and he 


hereby relinquishes all claim to any Pension but this, 
: his 
Ezekiel X Hobbs 
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hg tHe HOBBS FAMILY HISTORY 


In 1735, three brothers by the namé of Hobbs came from England to Americ: 
landing at the-port of Dover, Delaware, They were William, Beal, and Vincent 
(then 16), #11 of whom were decendents of wine merchants (importers) in 
England, ‘ 

William settled in North Carolina, but was later killed by Indians near 
Cumberland Gap, Va. Beal and Vincent settled in Maryland, the latter 
living with his recently wedded wife, Mary Shelby, in Upper Potomac Valley. 
There they reared a family of 10 children, seven sons: William, Ezekial, 
(born in 1745), Joel, James, Abner, Vincent,Jr., and Absozem; and three 
daughters: Phlly, Rachel, and Rebecca. In 1770 the family moved Sa 
Southwest Virginia, settling in Powell Valley, Gua aacd /7 ¥0 oe iY 

Vincent Jr. joined the state militska, eventually attained the rank of 
Captain, and was finally killed by Shawnee Indians following his noted 
Slaying of Benge, the half-breed leader of a Shawnee party that raided and 
pillaged in Kentucky and Southwest Virginia. He was presented with a silver- 
mounted rifle by the Gouvernor and General Assemply of Virginia. The rifle 
passed through the family, to Washington, then Henderson, then to William, 
who sold it with part of his farm to Scott Claimon (or Claymon) who in turn 
gave it to the museum in Big Sbone Gap. off 1ax4 Yuu -arvw- 

Vincent's second son, Ezekiel, moved into Washington County, about 22 
miles northwest of Abingdon, where he owned a farm of 600 Acres. He also 
had property in Russell County, Scott County, and near Garden City (now 
Gate City). 

Following his death, Ezekiel's will was executed on Nov.16, 1831,listing 
22 childred as beneficiaries, Those names known now are: John, Arthur, Agnes, 
Wayne, Green (or Greenburry), George Washington (the first recipient of 
Vincent Jrs. rifle), Jackson, Hansen, Preston, Madison, and Nathan; or 1l 
of the 226 

Washington later reared a family of 10 children: Craig, Jerome, Harvy, 
Alfred, Levi, Emmet, Henderson, Samantha, Cynthia, and Martha, 

Craig married Margaret Elizabeth Kaylor, daughter of Joel Kaylor, and 
they reared nine children: William Joel, James W., Sarah J., Ida M., Emory C, 
Viola C., Clarence 8., Minnie Ce, and Vernon D. All have passed on except 
Viola and Vernon, William (the father of the Hobbs branch noted below) 
died March 26, 19323 Emory died MMKEKX2& in 1917; Clarence in 1948; Minnie 
in Oct.1957; Sarah on April 30, 1960; and Ida on Sept. 17, 1961. 


Life Dates of Hobbs Family 


Name Born Died 
William Joel (father) Feb. 8, 1870 March 26, 1932 
Bebtha Viola (mother) Jan. 31, 1875 Sept. 26, 1938 
Flossie Virginia Oct. 28, 1895 

Earl Kaylor Sept 1, 1897 

Annie May Jan, 3, 1900 

Forest Craig (Jack) Oct. 30, 1901 Deceased 
George Vernon thiuwOct. 29, 1903 

William Denzel - da) we ee June 3, 1905 

Theodore Roosevelt Jan. 7, 1907 

Donald Clifford July 6, 1909 Feb. 5, 1965 
Charles Cyrus Feb. 18, 1911 

Louise March 29, 1913 : 

Lillian March 29, 1913 1913 
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page 3, letter to alma Hobbs, 27 Oct. 1975 


I*m also sending a page with the 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 census 
SO you can see the ages of the children of Shelby, 


rag J. was married in 1851 so doesn't show up with the family 
in 18 0. 


Tyler was born in 1851 and died in 1854 so he doesn’t show up. 
another son was born in 1853 and died in Just a couple of days 
so he isn't on there, 


Jasper B., when he was born his name was given in at the 
courthouse as Jefferson Davis Gustavus Hobbs, born 28 Aug. 1861, 
I guess he didn't like all that name and they. just called him 
Jasper, : 


Newton D. born 1863, d. 15 Oct, 1864, so he doesn't appear 
on the Census, 


Between 1860 and 1870, Elizabeth, Nancy, Hampton and William 
France have married, Mary, I don't believe was ever married 
but she had a son, Ulysses G, Hobbs, b. ca 1869. I think 
Mary must have died and Ulysses lived with Shelby. In his 
Will, Shelby" says "to Ulysses, lawful heir of my daughter 
Mary" 


Shelby really left most of what he had to Susan(Rivers) Hobbs 


“and their daughter, Alpha Hobbs Spry. Notice in 1860 he 


had $10,000 worth of real estate. That was pretty good 

at that time. Perhaps Hamilton had helped Shelby the most 

or he may have already given some money to the other children 
Over the years and felt like he didn't need to sive them 

any. more, 


I better close for now. Hope you take this letter in the 
way it is meant, just to help figure this family all out 
and not to say that you don’t know what you are talking 
about. You may be Tight but all records point to the 

fact that Hamilton was the son of Lucinda and the Blubaugh 
comes in on the Collinsworth side. Let mé know what you 
think after reading this, my side of the evidence?! 


Sincerely, 


Dorcas 


Yes, they do die of heart attacks and strokes, 
Emory C. & Uncle John both died strokes, 

Emory’s sons, Charles, Herbert F, and my father-in-law, Robert H. 
all died heart attacks or related. My father-in-law had 
open heart surgery ‘about 1969 in Houston, Texas, he lived 
a little over a year and then something else went wrong 
with an artery in his heart. He never regained his health 
after the open heart surgery. 

But Uncle John was 78 years and Emory C. was over 90 yrs. so that 

 dsn't too bad, 
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In testimony whereof I Andrew Russell 
Clerk of the said court have hereunto 
subscribed my name and affixed the seal 
of the said court this twenty-seventy day 
of November in the year 1834, 


Armlirew Russell 


Widow's Declaration 


Virginia, Washington County, 24th March 1855, Elizabeth Hobbs 
resident of Washington County aged 70 years, widow of Ezekiel 
Hobbs who served in the Revolution, : 

She is now in receipt of pension in rights of said Hobbs 
filed in Pension office, under act of 3 Fab 1853, 


We John Duff and (Wm. Givens or JM Hivens) residents of Washington 
Ceunty in the State of Virginia, witnesses 


Noble McClinnis or Noble M, Clinnus J. P,{Noble J, MoGinnis) 


_ Attorney OBr Elizabeth Hobbs, Wm Givens or JM Hivens, Maroh 24, 1855 


‘Noble J. McGinnis, J P certified by Jacob Lynch Clerk of County 


are 


Respectfully Showeth: 


State of Virginia ~ 
County of Washington = ss 


“ On this 28th day of June 1853 personally appeared before the 
Washington County Court of the State of Virginia, Elizabeth 

Hobbs, a resident of the County of Washington and State aforesaid, 
aged _. years, who being first duly sworn according to Law, 


_ @oth on her Qath make the following declaration in order to obtain 


the bennefits of the provission made by Act of Congress, papsed 
on the 3rd day of February 1853, granting pensions to Widows of 
- persons whe served during the Revolutionary War, that she 1a the 
Widow of Ezekiel Hobbs who was a pensioner of the United State 
in the County of Washington and State of Virginia that she was 
Married to the said Ezekiel Hobbs on the day of June, 
Elghteen hundred and that her said husband died on the 
13th day of June | Satine, Chat she was not married to him prior 
to the Znd day of January 1800 but at the time stated above, 
ahe further declares that she is now a widow, 
| her 
Elizabeth X Hobbs 
mark 


Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written in open 
court. : 
: : Jacob Lynch, CC 


Washington County towit 


we Joseph Farker of the County of Washington being a Clergymen 
residing in the said County and Francis Ellington, Esq. also 
resident of said County of washington hereby Certify that we are 
well acquainted with Ezekiel Hobbs who has subscribed and sworn 
to the above Declaration that we believe him to be seventy~two and 
upwards years of age and that he is reputed and believed in the 
neighbourhood where he resides to have been a Soldier of the 
Revolution and that we concur in that opinion. Sworn to and 
subscribed in open Court on the 6th day of October 1834 


Francis Ellington 
Joseph Barker 


~~ Said Court doth hereby declare it's Opinion after the 

investigation of the matter and after putting the 

prescribed by the wiar Department that the above applicant was a 

soldier of the Revolution and served as he States, Another Court 

doth further certify that it appears to the Court that Joseph 

Barker is a clergyman réegdent in the County of Washington and 

Frances Ellington who has signed the foregoing Certificate are 

residents in the County of Washington are reliable persons and 

that their statement in entitled to credit, The Court doth 

further certify that the applicant has been long known to the 

Judge of this court and from that knowledge the Court doth certify 

that he is a man of truth and good character in it*s opinion and 

belief, 
| Benjamin Estill 


Virginia 
Washington County to wit 


; I Andrew Rusell, Clerk of the Circuit Superior Court of Law 
ami Chancery for Washington County aforesaid do hereby certify that the 
foregoing contains the original proceedings of the said Court in 
the matter of the application of Ezekiel Hobbs for a Pension, 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affix my 
Seal of Office this 6th day of October 1834, : 


Virginia 

At a circuit superior court of Law and Chancory held #6r the 
County of Washington at the courthouse thereof the sixth day of 
October in the year 1834, 

Ezekiel Hobbs an applicant for a pension under the Act of Congress 
of the United States approved the 7th day of June 1832 entitlee 
An Aat supplemental to the act for the relief of certain officers 
and soldiers of the Revolution, appeared in court and made his 
declaration according to the provisions of the said Act and the 
regulations and instructions of the War Department and the Court 
doth hereby delare it's opinion that the above named applicant 
was a Revolutionary soldier and served as he states And the clerk © 
of the Court 1s authorized te annex his certiféeate, that the 
declaration of the said Ezekiel Hobbs, the affidavits of John 
MC Cullock and Michael Fleenor and the certificate of Benjamin 
Estill, Judge of said Court, contains the original proceedings of 
the said Court in the matter of the application of the said 
Ezekiel Hobbs, for a pension, 3 | 


cont. 


And the said court doth hereby declare thetr opinion that the 
above named applicant 4s the widow of the above named Ezekiel 
Hobbs deceased, : 

I Jacob Lynch, Clerk of the.court of the said county of 
Washington, do hereby certify that the forecoine contains the 
original proceedings of the Said court in the matter of the 
application of Elisabeth Hobbs widow of Ezekial Hobhs deceased 
for & pension, 


In testinony where of [ have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the seal of the 
Said court this 4th day of July in the 
year 1853 


Jacoh Lynch cc 


Virginia, Richmond 4108 


Elizabeth Hobbs wicow of Ezekiel Yobbs, Va. who served in the 
Revolutionary war, as a Private, : 

Inseribed on the Rell at the rate of 33 dollars 33 cents per 
anmin, to commence on the 3m Pebruary 1.853, 

Certificate of Pension issued 31 day of May 185 and sent to 
John ti. Stevens, Abingdon, Vireinta : 

kecorded on 

Vol. A 


Virginia 29597 

Ezekiel Hobbe of Washington County in the State of Virginia who 
Was Private in the conmanded by Captain of the 
Regiment conmanded by Col Christian on the Virginia line for 10 
months, 

Insoribed on the Rell of Virginia at the rate of 33 dollars and 
33 sents per annum to comnence on the 4th dey of March 183% 


Ba or Perstoners urder act February 3, 1853, Page 124 


Certificate of Pension issued the 22nd day of Dec, 

Arrears to the 4th of Sept, 1834 116.65 

Semi-anl., allowance ending itarch 16,6 
$133.32 + 

‘Revolutionary Clain, Act June 7, 1832 


Recorded by Nath. ice, Clerk, Book E Vol, 5 & Page 18 


Vincent Hobbs and iis Descendants 


Vincent Hobbs born 1720 in England, came to America in 1735 with 
brothers, William and Real, Entered America through the port of 
Dover, Delaware. Settled in Naryland and probably married Mary 
Shelby while there, Some of his children were probably born in 
Maryland and then I believe he went to North Carolina where some 
of his children were born, T believe he also lived for awnile 
in Frederick County, Virginia and then when his youngest child 
Was about sixteei he moved to Powell's Valley, later Lee County, 
Virginia. Most of his children moved there at the time of their 
parents, Vincent and his family built a three Story log house 
on Powell's River, It was hear Dryden, Virginia. Vincent died 
in 1804 and he and Mary are buried near the place their house 
use to stand, | ‘ 

Vincent's children werer James, Abner, Vincent, Jr., Thomas, 
Joel, William, Ezekiel, Absolom, Job, Rachel, Mary(Polly) and 
Rebecca, (We are not sure if this is all of then, ) 


(1) James went on to Missouri. Do not know anything else, 
(2) Abner settled on Collins River in middle Tennessee and later 
went to Missouri. That ig all I know, 

(3) Vincent, Jr. in the Virginia Militia, killed chief Benge in 
1794 and later Buck Elk in Tennessee, was in the 
Hev. War and later went to Middle Tennessee and 
lived a long life but never married, 

(4) Thomas was wounded on expedition against the Cherokee Indians 

i and was in Rev. War. Do not know where he lived, 

- (5) Joel do not know if same Joel but a Joel Hobbs sold 250 acres 

to Drewy Fletcher on both Sides of North Fork of Holston 

River for 150 pounds, Land was patented by Joel Hobbs, 

Deed Records of Washington Co., Virginia, page 41, see 

Index Annals of Southwest Virginia, about 1784, There 

was a Joel Hobbs in Franklin Co., Ceorgia in 1794, 

(6) William was killed by Indians near Cumberland Gap, believed 
4 to have been burned at the Stake and subjected to 
severe torture, 
(7) Ezekiel lived in Washington Co., Va. (more later) 
(8) Absolom lived in Lee Co., Va. and for awhile in Harlan Co., Ky. 
9) 


: (more later) 
Job served in Rev, War, said he was born in Frederick Co., Va, 
traveled over Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and died 
in Arkansas, Living in Madison Co., Arkansas in 1859 when 
he applied for a pension. Baptist Preacher and Supposed to 
have lived past 102 years, 

(10) Hachel believed born Nov. 24, 1767 in Guilford Co., North 
Carolina, married John Russell born in England. Lived 
in Lee Co., Virginia 

(13) Mary(P@lly) married John Benham, lived in Lee Coes Va, 

(12) Rebecca married William Blanton, lived in Wise and Lee Co., Va, 


/Nov. 24, 1767, 


Faithy Orr, d. Nov, 


wJohn b, ca 1789 
Alfred b, ca 1813 
Falithy b. ca 1815 


| Hobbs, daughter of Vincent and Mary(Shelby) Hobbs 
Gullford Co,, N. C. married John 
ell born England: 


children of Rachel and John Russell who died in Lee Co, 
John Russell, d. March 3, 1859, Lee Co, age 70 yr. 6 mo, 
By. Guliform Co. N.C, parents John and Rachel, Eliza 
Russell, wife, Iss D, Russell, son and informant 


Alfred K. Russell, d, July 16, 1862, Lee Co., age 49 yr, 
parents John and Rachel, wife Mary V. Russell, 


lz, 1878, Lee Co. age 63 yr., Powell 


River, parents John and Rachel Russell, 
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Nu. Dorcas He 


P. O. Box 752 
Pikeville, Ky. 41501 
15 July 1976 


Dear Alma, 


I'm sending Hamilton's Pension papers, I'm afraid it does not 
tell us much but it is all I have been able to get, I have 
the forms to order the Rev. War papers for Job, Joel, James 
and Thomas. I will get them orf soon, I hope,and we will see 
if that tells us anything new. The Rev. War records have been 
closed but I believe they are open again now, 


I can't seem to get much genealogy done in the summer with the 
children around. I can't concentrate, 


I have heard from a lady in Oklahoma who I believe and she believes 
is a descendant of Benjamin Hobbs, son of Ezekiel. If you remem- 
ber, you sent me the Estate papers on him. He is the one who 
married Agnes and had Ezekiel and Polly Hobbs. A John 
Smith was their guardian, This lady found a John Smith in the 
Boone Co., Mo. Land Records which is the County in which she 

has found Ezekiel and Mary"Polly". Mary Hobbs married Ballinger 
Payne, 26 dan. 1826, Boone Co., Mo. Ezekiel Hobbs married 

Mariah Ball, 14 June 1827, Boone Cow, Mo. They are both living 
in Boone Co. in 1850 and Ezekiel was born about 1807, Va. and 
Mary was born about 1808, Va. We believe John Smith took these 
two children to Missouri sometime after 1815, Living with 
EZekiel in 1850 is a Agnes Head, age 62, born Va. I don't know 
who she could be but if you remember Benjamin's wife as Agnes, 

I have been trying to help this lady, 


On the Shelby family, Nanette Hobbs Tice and I have worked on 
this before, A Mr. Charles Shelby of Frankfort, Ky. is or has 
written a book on the Shelby family and he is sure that our 
Mary was not a daughter of Evan, Jr. but may have been his 
Sister. Evan Shelby, Sr. who came to America had «- 

Evan Shelby, Jr. b. 1719, d. 4 Dec. 1794, married 1 Letitia Cox 
Me 2. Mrs. Isabella Elliott, 

Rees Shelby b, 1724, d. 1812, m, Mary 

John Shelby b. 1723, d. 1806, m 1, Loulsa Looney, 2. Sarah Davis 
Moses Shelby b, 1728, a, 1776, me Isabel e 

David Shelby b. 1730, d. 1799 


Evan Shelby, Jr. b. 1719 had- 

Evan Shelby, III, b. 27 Feb, 1754, d. 1793, m, Catherine Shelby 

Isaac Shelby, b. 11 Dec, 1750, d. 18 July 1826, m,. Susanna Hart 
(1st Gov. of Ky.) 

Capt. Moses Shelby 

James Shelby 


John Shelby b. 1723 had-~ 
John Shelby, Jr. and David Shelby, 


Mary Shelby, born 1735, d. 1813, dau. of Evan, Sr. married in 1752, 
Adam Alexander, Mr, Charles Shelby says this is well documented, 


If we knew about when our Mary was born and if she was the only wife 


of Vincent Hobbs or not then we might be able to figure out who 


her father was, or at least who he wasn’t. Mrs. Tice had been 
doing some research in Maryland on this and maybe whe will find 
something there, . 


I would like to come over there and do some work but I just don't 
know when. With a 19 yr. old boy, a 17 yr. old girl and a 12 yre 
old boy at home it is hard just to take off and leave, 


I'll let you know what the Rev. War papers say when I get then, 
I saw a new book the other day on Botetourt & Fincastle Cow, Vae 


and since Ezekiel said in his Rev. War papers that he was 
drafted from the County of Fincastle I thought I might order it, 


I will write to Capt. Clark and see if we can exchange infor- 
mation. 


My l2yrs. old boy is trying to make cookies so I better go 
and see what kind of a mess he has made, ) 


Keep in touch and 


I will let you know when I can come 
one of these days. I hope. 


Sincerely, 
\ 


Dorcas 
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This is the first of hopefully a long series of newsletters to 
members of the Hobbs Family Association. The success %£ such 


a newsletter will depend largely upon the participation of the 
membership. 


This first issue will be mailed to many Hobbs and Hobbs relatives 
with whom we have corresponded in the past few years, in the hope 
that they will join with us in our goals and objectives. 


The purposes of the Hobbs Family Association are: To gather and 
dissiminate genealogical information, gather and vreserve records 
and artifacts, foster family pride, and to promote the common 
interests of Hobbs and their kin wherever they may be. 


HOBBS FAMILY ASSOCIATION ORGANIZED 


On Sunday, September 25, 1977, 136 Hobbs and Hobbs descendants from 
six Southeastern states met in Dublin, Georgia, and formed the 
Hobbs Family Association. The following officers were elected: 


President . Ralph Hobbs 

108 Marion Ave., Winnsboro,S. C. 29180 
Vice President John G. Little 

108 Brookside Dr.,Greenville,Ala. 36037 
Secretary Mrs.cJ0. Rs Caldwell 

10 Nelson Ave.,DeFuniak Springs, Fla. 

32433. 

Treasurer Edsel Hobbs 


Box 429, Dublin, Georgia 31021 


Librarian Mrs. Ruth McClelland 
Chester, Georgia 31012 


Dues were established at $5.00 per year, which will include the 
cost of publishing a quarterly newsletter. 


some of the group arrived in Dublin on Saturday, and stayed over 
until the first of the following week. A lot of talking, visiting 
and "socializing" was enjoyed by all. 


The last item of business at the 
meeting was to adjourn to 

the Marie Baptist Church 
cemetery for a dedication 

of a monument to the 

memory Of Bolling Hobbs 

who was the chief orga- 

nizer of the First Baptist 
Churan of Duplin; Ga. 


IN MEMORY OF 
BOLLING HOBBS 
1796-1856 
PIONEER RELIGEOUS LEADER 
CHIEF ORGANIZER OF 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
DUBLIN, GEORGIA 

PASTOR OF THAT CHURCH ~ | 
1841-1855 soa eee 


fbi 


DATE SET FOR 1978 MEETING 


The group voted to hold the 1978 meeting in Dublin on Sunday, 
September 24. Several expressed the point that Dublin seems to 
be centrally located, at least for the group that attended the 


1977 meeting. The consensus also was that the fourth Sunday of 
September is an ideal time for the annual meeting. 


ATTENDEES AT THE 1977 MEETING 


Attached is a list of those who attended the 1977 meeting. Hope- 
fully it will help you with any correspondence you may have with 
other Hobbs in your individual genealogical searches. Some of 

the children who attended are shown, but for the most part, only 


the adults are listed. It was reproduced from the registration 
book. | 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF OTHER HOBBS NEEDED 


Will recipients of this first newsletter, please send to Ralph 
Hobbs, names and mailing addresses of other Hobbs and Hobbs des- 
cendants whom you feel may be interested in joining the Hobbs 


Family Association. A copy of this newsletter will then be mailed 
to them. 


WRITE UPS NEEDED 


Please send to Ralph Hobbs, a write up of Hobbs who have individually 
done, or participated in interesting and/or historic events. For 
example: Did you know that a Sam Hobbs of Boston, Mass., painted 


himself up like an indian, and was one of the participants in the 
Boston Tea Party? 


Example 


Three Hobbs from Laurens County, Georgia, were in the battle of 
Baker's Creek, Miss., on May 16, 1863, and two were killed there. 


1. John L. Hobbs, Jr. - C Co. 57th Infantry, Army of the Tennessee: 
Appointed 5th Sergeant Co. c., 2nd Regiment October 12, 1861. 
Elected Ensign Jan. 22, 1862. Mustered out April 1862. Re- 
enlisted. Elected 2nd Lieutenant of Co. C, 57th Regiment,. 


Ga. Infantry May 8, 1862. Killed at Bakers Creek, Miss. May 
LS, Lea 


. 2. Washington Hobbs, son of John L. Hobbs of Laurens County, and 
brother of John.L. Hobbs, Jr. (above). Cco..C 57th Georgia 
Infantry, Army of the Tennessee, was a Medical Doctor. His 
medical cabinet is now in the possession of Mrs. Henry J. Hobbs 
of Rt. 1, Rentz, Ga. Killed at Baker's Creek, Miss. May 16, 1863. 


Evidently he and his brother John enlisted on the same day 
(Oct. 12, 1861), and were both killed in the same battle. 


3. 0. Larry Hobbs, Jr., first cousin of John and Washington, 
enlisted in Co. ¢., 57th Georgia Infantry on May 8, 1862. 
wounded through the right thigh at Baker's Creek, Mises. on 
May 16, 1863. He was discharged because of disability on 
March 9, 1864. As a result of the wound, he limped for the 
rest of his life. Born in Laurens County December 3, 1835, 
died in Dodge County in 1911. 


In addition to the above, Berry Hobbs, son of J. Larry Hobbs of 
Laurens County and brother to #3 above, enlisted in Co. BE, eth 

Georgia Infantry from Crawford County, Georgia on March 8, 1862. 
The outfit was known as the Crawford County Grays. Evidently he 
wished to enlist, and. the Crawford County group was the next to 


be formed, so he went to Roberta in Crawford County, and enlisted. 
He was not wounded in the war. , 


John Hobbs, brother of Berry and J. Larry, Jr. also served in the 
Confederate Army, and was not wounded. 


A few copies of the book "Hobbs and Related Families" are available 
for sale. The price is $10.85. Contact Ralph L. Hobbs, 


INFORMATION WANTED : 

Seeking information on my second great-grandfather William Hobbs, 
born 1780-1790, died Talbot County, Georgia June 29, 1848, Married 
Nancy Cooly, Jones County, Georgia, in 1826. Children Mary Ann 
(married Thomas Ratliff 1846)’, b 1828; Brinkley Stephen b 1831, be- 
lieved to have died in Talbot County 1862 or 1863: Jesse W. b 1836, 
wounded in Civil War; Martha Ann b 1840; Armenia Adeline b 1843, 
Married Joseph B. Chambless, Talbot County. Please write Mrs. 
MiA. Millis, PF. O. Box 162, Silver Springs, Florida 32688. 


Seeking information about the Reverend Thomas Pullen of Laurens 
County, Georgia. His son Moses Pullen died in Sumter County, 


Georgia in 1866.. Contact Mrs. M. A. Mills, Box 163, Silver Springs, 
Florida 32688. 


Wanted: Any information concerning the Reverend Berry Hobbs, born 
in Georgia in 1802, died in Pulaski County, Ga. Possibly May 23, 
1868. His wife's name was Elizabeth. She was born in North Carolina, 
but we do do not know where. Maiden name unknown. They had at 
lest oné child, Augustus born 1843. He was ordained as a Baptist 
Minister in 1840, and Jesse Mercer gave and inscribed a bible to 
him at or shortly after his ordination. At one time, he was Pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Hawkinsville, Ga. He may have had 
another son by the name of James B. Hobbs who lived in Hawkinsville 
in the 1840's with his wife Susan. Tf you have any information on 
these Hobbs, please contact Raion Lo, Hobbes. 


Ate 
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TO OBTAIN HELP 


If you wish help in researching your branch of the family, write 
out at least the pertinent information that you know, then sub- 
mit it to Ralph Hobbs to be included in a future newsletter. 


WRITE UP YOUR OWN FAMILY LINE 


Anyone with genealogical information about their branch of the 
family is requested to have it typed, and send a copy to Mrs. 

Ruth Hobbs McClelland, Chester, Georgia 31012. Mrs. McClelland 
will catalog, and file it in what we hope will be a growing, working 
Hobbs Library. It then may be includéd in Volume id. of “Hobbs: and 
Related Families" provided enough information is received to justify 
publishing Volume II. ‘It should be a typed original in the exact 
form you wish it published. Such information will then be grouped 
according to family branch and geographical location and included 
with no editing. You must do your own editing. Include interesting 
information about each person whenever possible so that it is more 
than just a list of birth and death dates. 


ANNUAL DUES 


Dues for membership in the Hobbs Family Association are $5.00 per 
year. The fiscal year begins with the fourth Sunday in each year, 
which is the date established for the Annual Meeting. Included 
in the dues is the cost of. publishing the quarterly newsletter, 
responding to requests for genealogical assistance, etc, Anyone 
who wishes to join the Hobbs Family Association, and have not 
already done so, send $5.00 to Mr. Edsel Hobbs, Treasurer 
The Hobbs Family Association 
Box 429 
Dublin, Georgia 31021 


NEWS ITEMS NEEDED 


Please send to Ralph Hobbs, those items of interest you wish to 
have published in the newsletter. He is acting Editor, ane will 
continue until the September 24, 1978 meeting at which time we will 
hopefully elect an editor for the following year. This is your 
publication, it can be exactly what you want it to be, but only 


1f you participate. You should all consider yourselves to be 
contributing columnists. 
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LOOKING FOR A CHRISTMAS PRESENT? GIVE A HOBBS COAT OF ARMS. 
ef HOBBS COAT OF ARMS 


The Hobbs coat of arms 144"xx 17", framed for hanging is available 
from Halberts, 3678 Ira Road, Bath, Ohio 44201. Prices are: 


One $29.95 

Two 27.00: each 
Three 25.05 . 

Four 24675 : 


I will inquire about additional quantity discounts beyond four. 
Send your request to Ralph Hobbs along with 


l. A check for $29+95 
2. Address to which you wish crest shipped. 


The orders will be consolidated to take advantage of the discount, 
then a refund will be returned to you. The amount of the refund 
will depend upon the number of people ordering coats of arms. They 
say we should allow four weeks for delivery, so if you wish to 

order through the Hobbs Family, you must respond quickly. Of course 
you can order direct from Halberts at the prices quoted above. 


Your interpretation of the crest is probably as good as mine. The 
use of Herons which are water birds, plus the fish, probably means 
the early Hobbs were fishermen, or at least lived near tre coast, 


ATTENTION DESCENDANTS OF DRURY HOBBS 
ee EE _ RU RY HOBBS 


We have four individual pictures of Drury Hobbs 1822/1888 and his 
second wife, Sarah Robinson Kennedy Hobbs 1822/1894. Two are 
tintypes -- one of Drury and one of Sarah probably made soon after 
they were married in 1854. The other two are individual pictures 
made in their old age. Reproductions of these pictures are in the 
works. If anyone wishes copies, they can be had in 5" x 7" or o* 

x 10”. Sizes et 62.00 end 63.00 respectively. Let us know the number 
and size so that we can place a consolidated order to the photographer. 


ATTENDEES AT THE 


HOBBS FAMILY ASSOCIATION 


Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Hobbs (Linda) 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Powell (Frances) 
Mrs. Dorothy Fordham Nelson 

Mr. & Mrs. D. A. Woodard (Reva) 
Mrs. Guy Scarborough (Martha) 

Mr. William Hobbs, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. H. D. Hobbs 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Perry 

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Hobbs 

Mr. & Mrs. Abner Fordham (Carrie) 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Brooks (Virginia) 
Mrs. J; B. “Betty” Fordham 

Mr. & Mrs. Edsel Hobbs 

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Hobbs & Jason 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Hobbs & Deane 
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Perry 


Mrs. Waver Browning 
Mr. Scott White 
Miss Mavis Hobbs 


Mr. & Mrs. Lamar Rutland (Eldee) 


Mr. & Mrs. Don Hobbs 


Mr. & Mrs. Wo. P. McClelland (Ruth) 
Miss Alma Hobbs 

Mrs. Orene Bailey 

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Hobbs 


Miss Fannie Belle Hobbs 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack H. Hobbs 
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Margaret R. Wood 3281 Bristol Drive, Macon, Ga. 31201 


Mrs. Pearl Hobbs Macon (Mrs.Gilbert's mother) 133 DeSota Place ee 
Mr. F. Royce Hobbs, Jr. 435 Pinevista 7) 
Mr. F. Royce Hobbs, III 435 Pinevista “ 
Mr. & Mrs. John Wm. Gilbert (Evelyn) 2405 Lenora Place tt 
Mrs. Tava Hobbs Wilcher 678 Rutherford Avenue 31206 
Mr. Opal Hobbs Lord & Husband 4967 Pinefield Drive ul 
Mr. Ned J. Perry 1610 Hamilton Drive Sa2k3 
Mr. & Mrs.*’Homer B. Hobbs 324 Meadowridge Dr., Warner Robbins, Ga. 31093 
Mr. & Mrs. Tennyson "Buddy" Coleman 209 Glenwood Ave. ii # 
Mr. & Mrs. George Hall & Sherye | 302 Marek ? Circle a x 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Seals (Pauline) 
rr. & Mrs. James Braswell (Susie) 110 Prunswick Ave., Fitzgerald, Ga. 31750 
Mr. & Mr. Jody Braswell (Louise) 607 West Central Bees 7] 
Mrs. Willie Mae Bostick Braswell 607 West Central ] i/ 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hall Box 471 (530 S. Main St.), Blakely, Ga. S1723 
Mrs. W. M. (Amelia Hobbs) Barksdale Box 48 ii a 
Mr. Harry B. Gay Box 504, Donaldsonville, Ga. 31745 
Adrian L. Anglin ; Box 98, Lumpkin, Ga. 31815 
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Hobbs Re. 2 i u 
Mr. & Mrs. Royce Hobbs 
Miss Donna Anglin 421 West Hancock #215, Athens, Ga. 30601 
Miss Sunday Cooley 3767 Mote Road, Columbus, Ga. 31907 
Mr. & Mrs. David Hobbs Box 384 Stilimore, Ga. 30464 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hobbs & Elsie (Homestead Dr.) Rt. 1, Gray, Ga. 31032 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Hobbs (Suzanne) 1420-D Post Oak Dr., Clarkston, Ga. 30021 


ms ee 


Mr. & Mes. Richard F. Hobbs (Sue) 1022 E. College St., Griffin, Ga. 30223 
Grace C. Hobbs 102 Tupelo Street uu « 


w 


Mr. Bill Hobbs 


= Mr. Edwin C. Hobbs 


; Mr. C. H. Scarborough 


-,Mr. & Mrs. E. P. Padgett (Catherine) 
“Mra. W. W. 


"Marie" McClelland 


~Mrs. Adeline Hobbs Howard 


Mr. & Mrs. Jo. R. "Dick" Caldwell (Laura Bess) 


Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Draughton (Virginia Bostick) 


My. & Mere. Jonn 6G. Lattie 

Mr. Lenton E. Bostick 

Ms. Rose Sobezak 

Mrs. George H. Hobbs 

Mr. & Mrs, B. Cs. Hobbs 

Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Hobbs & Clint 
Pat White 


Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Laden 


Mr. & Mrs. R. L. Hobbs, Lauren & Harriet 


146 Spring Dr., Roswell, Ga. 30075 

1534 Darwin Lane, Tucker, Ga. 30084 

3070 N. Fulton Drive, Atlanta, Ga. 

1146 Wycoff Ave., Jacksonville, Florida 32205 
433 W. 22nd st. (904~356-6690) 32206 


8019 Charlin Parkway, Orlando, Florida 32807 


10 Nelson Ave., De Funiak Springs, Florida 32433 


(904-892~3539) 
Rt. 6, Box 284A Harrison Rd., Dothan,Ala. 36301 
108 Brookside Dr., Greenville, Ala. 36037 
6200 Walton Ave., Camp Springs, Md. 20023 


2100 Brooks Dr., Suitland, Md. 20028 


Rt.2(River Road), Nashville, Tenn. 37209 
6418 Jocelyn Hollow Rd., " 37205 
1603 Burton Ave., . " 37215 


665 Jackson Ave., Lewisburg, Tenn. 37091 


Rt. 5, Box 177, Savannah, Tenn. 38372 


108 Marion Ave., Winnsboro, S. C. 29180 


~~~ Ralph. L. Hobbs 
108 Marion Ave. «© ~ 
Winnsboro, S.C. 29180 © 
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Aaron Spencer Hobbs b: 1-23-1834 
m: 11-641956 to Nacmi Catherine Reasor b: 1-24-1840 * 
: | d: 7-22-1886 
d: 10-22.1863 a prisoner of war in 
_ Camp Douglas, Ill. Was surrendered 
at Cumberland Gap 9-9~1868 


Their Children: Peter Reasor Hobbs b: 4-28-1858 
m: Annie Liza Drake 1-20-1881 


John C.B, Hobbs b: 6=841860 


Aaron Floyd Hobbs’ b: 11-15-1862 


m: 10-28-1896 to Doctie Darthula 
Hobbs 


d: 3-31-1919 


* Naomi Catherine Reasor b: 1-24-1840 


M; 5-27-1866 (Second Marriage) to Joel F., Cox ** 
d: 7622-1886 ; 


Their Children: Ambrose Jackson Cox b: 4-27—1867 


Rebecca Cox — b: 8-31-1870 
Bethel Jason Cox b: 4n23e1873 
Lydia Cox 4MaXXMNAH 

KAXXKKWXHM b: 5818-1875 
Susan Cox and 

Sarah Cox (twins) b: 6=£10~1878 
Joel Cox b: 9-14-1879 

A; 3=3~1918 


** Joel F. Cox Sr. was married to F, Jane Shoemaker 4~26~1888 


ise 


a 


Hamilton Hampton (or B) Hobbs Amanda Jane(Collingsworth) Hobbs 


Their children: John Silas Hobbs 

Martha Jane Hobbs (Stewart) 
Joseph Emory Hobbs 

* Doctie Darthula Hobbs (Hobbs) 
Callie Donie Hobbs 
Allie Amanda Hobbs (Robbins) 
Etta Cornelia Hobbs (Ward ) 
Millard Crocket Hobbs 
Shelby Beauregard Hobbs 


Lritie Honns C Rotan) 
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Aaron Floyd Hobbs, b: 11-15-1862 *Doctie Darthula Hobbs (Hobbs) 


d; 3-31-1919 (Rushville, Ind) b; 5=681874 Dryden Va, 


d: 7-3-1962 Rushville, Ind 
Married at Olinger, Va. October 28, 1896 


Children: Edna Elizabeth Hobbs 8-2-1897 at Olinger, Va, 
43.1963 at Rushville, Ind 
6-2-1900 at Olinger, Va, 
182-1902 at Olinger, Va 


bo: 
d: 
Naomi Cathenine Hobbs b: 
bo: 
d: 7-8-1903 at Olinger, Va. 
Dd: 
b: 
d: 


Estella Amanda Hobbs 


Ruth Oressa Hobbs 


8-23-1903 at Olinger Va. 
Marie Ettq Hobbs 


12-10-1904 at Olinger, Va, 
8-6-1940 at Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mattie Kathleen Wavelet 

Hobbs b: 6~18-1908 at Olinger, Va. 
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Edna Elizabeth Hobbs was married to George Francis Whitham at Rushville, Indiana 
8-6—1914, To this union one child was born:« 
Virginia Kathryn Whitham b: 2-25-1922 
M: 8-11-37 to Russell Brock at Williamstown, Ky 
m: second time to Gene Warnock $ 4-4~1970 
in Denver, Colorado, 
Born to the Whitham-Brock union were the following children: 


+, Linda Kay Brock b: 12-18-1938 at Rushville, Indiana 
m: 7-14-57 to Ronald W, Gotlin at Estes Park , 
Born to the Brock=Gotlin union: Colorado 


Zachary Stewart Gotlin b: 5-11-1958 in Denver, Col. 
Dawn Ann Gotlin b: 1-4-1961 in Denver, Col. 


David Ronald Brock b: 10-17~1940 at Connersville, Ind 
m; 6=2$~1967 to Neala Kay Gregerson of 
Chadron, Neb, in Denver 
Colorado 
Born to the Brock- Gregerson union:= 


Tammie Marie Brock b: 1-14-1968 in Denver, Col 


bnenatennteanatheinnatmneeteaiemnnnetem tere atnmt aie et 


Matthew Jay Brock b: 3-26-1970 in Denver, Col 


4. Bonita Ann Brock b: ee Connersville, Indiana 
mM: J2—~25—1962 to J 
mit eee ack Leroy Adkins, in 


Hans Curtis Adkins b: 4-23-1969 Boise, Idah o 


ul GK Russeta Cheryl Brock b: 8-10-1944 Connersville, Ind 
| m: 3821-1970 to Robert Philip 
Baumgardner in Denver, Colo 
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Naomi Catherine Hobbs b?6-281900 in Olinger, Va 
M: 6=7~1930 to Robert Harman Smith , Middletown, Indiana 


Child: Neda Kay Smith b: 7-24-1936 in Middletown, Indiana 
m: 8~28-1954 to Donald Ray White, Middletown 
Indiana 
d: 6-30-1965 at Middletown, Indiana 


Children: Danny Ray White b: 12-20-1955 
Middletown, Indiana 


Rodney Lee White, b: 1-19-59 
Middletown, Indiana 
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Ruth Oressa Hobbs b: 8823-1903 
mL 5-9-1931 to Sheffy Reasor Olinger, b: 6-29-1899 


Children: }, Alan Hobbs Olinger b: 11-6-1932 inToledo, Ohio | 
| m: 8-28-5954 to Dorothea Marie Popp b: 2-8-1931 


Olinger Children: Kevin Alan b: 5=26-1956 Alexandria, Va, 
Karen Marie b: 9-7-1958 Morton, Ill 
Kathleen Ann b: 9-17-1960 " " 
Kimberly Sue b: 9=1601961 " " 
Keith David b: 10-14-1962 a * 
Kelly Jean b: 3=29-64 " " 
David b: 7-20-57 Dothan, Ala 
d: 7-21 57 . 


m Jack Edwin Olinger b: 44.1934, Toldeo, Ohio 
m; 8=29~58 to Judith Joan Bailey b: 7-7-1938 


Their Children: Mark Edwin Olinger B: 7-11-1960 Indianapolis, ind. 


David Alan Olinger ob: 10-9~1961 " 

” Stephen Lee b: 10-13-1966 " " 
Beth Ann b: 7-22-1969 " n 
James Brian b: 11-20-1973 , . 
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Marie Etta Hobbs b: 12~10~1Q04 Olinger Va, 
m: 12~24-1925 to Frank Bryant Coons, Rushville, Indiana 


d: 8-6-1940 in Cincinnati, Ohio 
Their Children: /, Ellenor Jo Coons b:. 6~13~1928 Carthage, Indiana 
m; 11-15-1950 to John Flint in College Park, Ga 


Their Children: Patricia Kathleen Flint b: 7-7-56, East Point 


: Ga, 
Susan Leslie Flint(m-ww)b: 7-7-56 i 
Nancy Jo Flint b: 6-9-58 " 


KK r Patricia Ann Coons b: 4811~1934 Cincinnati ,Ohio 


m: 5-8-1954 to Arthur Lyle Baker, Cincinnati 


Their Children: Bradford Lyle Baker B: 1010-1958, Cincinnati 
Denise Ann Baker b: 1-8-1962 a 
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Mattie Kathleen Wavele$ Hobbs b: 6-1841908, Olinger Virginia | 
m: 6-16-1934 to Donald Luther Renegar , Rushville Ind 
Thwir Child: 


Marcia Lynn Renegar  b: 2+26=1941 Rushville, Indiana 
m: 6-14.64 to Brian Delegard Bailey, at 
Rushville, Indiana 


Their Children: Brian Paul Bailey (by adoption) 
b: 9-20-1968 inSan Diego, Calif 


Amanda Jane Bailey, b: 2-17-1973 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


June 2, 1976 
Dear Alma and Earl:.~ 


I do feel so ashamed because I did not acknowledge your letter and the material 
which you sent us in February. You will find that when you are old enough to 
retire that time goes by so swiftly that - well, it isn't funny. 


We spent two weeks at our regular resort in Spring City, Tenn in April, fishing. 
Other than that we have been at home ~ except gadding about places: from day to day. 


Naomi fell about a month ago from the top of the pull down stairway onto the 
cement floor of their breezeway - no bones broken that they have found but she 
was bruised something terrible and is Still not so well, She goew back to the 
doetor tomorrow. She has hardening of the arteries and high blood pressure 
and so the fall did her no good. 


I found the documents which you sent to be very interesting and if I had one of 
those detettors I would come down into Virginia and cover every square inch of 
the old Jacob Blubaugh land to try to find the pot of gold. Ha. Ha. Unless 
Someone has already done just that and kept it a secret ~ well eadh one of the 
Hobbs clan could quit work if each got his share - even though there sre zillions 


of relatives, Ha. Ha. Gold coins that age would be worth thousands of dollars 
each, 


I have writtan to all the Indiana Hobbses and am enclosing our branch of the 
family tree in detail, 


I know how much time and money you have put ik getting the data which you have 
been able to get and so I am enclosing a check which in a small way will repay 
you for your copying cost, 


We have been working in the yard with flowers (Don wont let me have a garden 
which I would love) and have finally started Cleaning windows which I do only 
twice a year, We have 41 windows in our house and each has a storm whndow 


SO you can see it takes a bit of elbow grease to get them done even twice a year, 
So far we have 9 completed, 


We are talking of Spending neat winter in Florida - at least part of it - 


and are tring to get our work done this summer so we wont have to worry about 
leaving it undone when we ZO away, 


I hopw you ean figure out all the little branches and twigs to the Doctie 
Hobbs Hobbs and the Aaron Floyd Hobbs branch, 


We do want to get down there sometime ~ but I'm afraid we can't Say "spring" 
aS we are already into summer, 


I beg you again to please forgive me for my procrastination and hoping to see 
you before we go south, I am 


Sincerely, 


Kathleen 


i Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Renegar 
ee 1014 N. Main St. 
Rushville, IN 46173 
rd 
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FAMILY GROUP NO./72 Husband's FullName Shelby Aoi ds £244! 


This Information Obtained From: Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info. on Husband 


Burial 


Places of Residence 


Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 
Other wives, if any. No. (1) (2) etc. ve 4, cf up ff Fd 
Make separate sheet for each mar. oP alt te ie Te 4 Aéad 0 / ae + 


/} “Puwte LV 4 : , 
ra f, a ~ pe Fe oe 
His Father gGoekitl Ko ae ad Mother's Maiden Name Gleg ag wth, ot té€& 
CC 


|, D)angatd CLerebrhitgehx rate it? ah LF Ys 
Wife’s Full Maiden Name’. 7. -2,_/, ée 


Day Month Year City, Town or Place County or Province “étc. State or Country Add. Info. on Wife 


Compiler Places of Residence 
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Benge’s Massacre /! 
in Lee County 4.44 2% 


CHIEF BENGE still came South with his band of Shawnees and con- 
tinued to raid settlements on the Virginia frontier. In June 1785 
he went down Powell River from Stone Gap instead of going to 
the Holston or the Clinch. 

One day while Archibald Scott worked in his cornfield, the 
Indians lay in the edge of the woods watching him. When night- 
fall came, they surrounded the cabin, entered it, and killed Mr. 


Scott and his five children. Then they plundered the house and “ 
burned it. . Mian Finntngehe nf | rel ~ Ly 


But they took Mrs. Scott prisoner, left the head of Wallen ij 


Creek with her and started on the long journey back to their * 


town north of the Ohio River. 


Whenever she became tired and wanted to rest, the savages 
would slap her in the face, with her husband’s scalp and force her 
to continue to walk. “@i%"y5 <€ Meas 

After they had traveled for about two hundred miles, they 
stopped at a favorite hunting ground. It was decided here that one 
of the braves would have the woman as his wife when they reached 
their village. This Indian was appointed to guard her while the 
others hunted. 

Soon after the hunters were away in the forest, the guard lay 
down and fell asleep. Mrs. Scott, seeing that he was asleep, took 
his tomahawk and raised it over his head, intending to kill him, 
but she was weak and nervous and consequently felt she would 
not be able to strike a fatal blow. 

So, she put down the tomahawk and fled through the woods. 
Presently she came upon a brook which she waded for some dis- 
tance in order to conceal her tracks. For some time she could hear 


the hunters whooping in the forest and she feared they might 
come upon her any moment. 
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But she kept walking and eventually the whooping became 
dimmer and dimmer. She wandered for days in the wilderness, her 
clothes torn and tattered. Hunger gnawed at her. But she ate roots, 
plants and berries and maintained enough strength to keep going 
on. 
On the bank of a river, supposed to be the Kentucky, she fol- 
lowed an Indian path, always going upstream. One morning she 
heard the hunting party ahead of her. She stopped and listened and 
soon ascertained that they were coming toward her. 

She knew she could not turn and outrun them. Neither could 
she remain on the path without being seen. She looked about for 
a hiding place. 

Near her on the river bank was a large sycamor 


the hole and waited until the hunters had passed her. KX 
A few days after that she heard the party in pursuit of her again. \“ 
She could hear the thud of horses’ hoofs. She could hear the yells *. 


of the riders. 
This time she hid in a hollow log and waited until the hunters 


had passed her. ‘Then, crawling from the log, she started on again. 
Soon she came to a place where the path forked. She paused, won- 
dering which one she should take. 

She chose the left-hand path. But she had gone only a short 
distance when a bird flew by and crossed over to the other path. 
Again she paused and wondered whether she were on the right 
road. 

“Maybe that bird is a spirit from one of my dead children,” she 
reflected. “It could be sent by God to guide me on the right path.” 

Then she turned and went to the other path. It proved to be 
the right one. 

Many days later she gained the head of Elkhorn Creek where 
Jenkins now stands, then Pound Gap and at last Castlewood where 
many of her relatives lived. 

Before her marriage she was Miss Fanny Dickenson; in the 
Castlewood neighborhood many of her relatives still live. 

Some years later Mrs. Scott married Thomas Johnson and reared 
a large family. The county of Johnson in ‘Tennessee was named 
for her second husband. 

She died at an advanced age and was buried in Hyter’s Gap, 
Russell County, not far from Clinch River.” 


1 Summers, Lewis P., Annals of Southwest Virginia, p. 1603. 
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Livingston farm on Holston River. / -~C 
This farm, upon the death of W. T. Livingston, was iuheriend ican) eS 
oe a 
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by Peter and Henry Livingston, his sons. The Livingstons had ees 
large number of Negro slaves and Benge, it seems, was particular] : ae 
pe merece: Negroes into the North. oe ‘es aN a ec 
| oe Rae i : Ra nN a 
ee ecvaeieye sae ral See a Mepedoabes personal account\_¢ a N 
“On Avril 6. 1 ; secenis livingston, the wife of Peter: ¢ cb ns A 
_ On April 6, 794, about ten o’clock in the morning, as I was oe z 
sales: Hee my house, the fierceness of the dog’s barking alarmed Sr et Pp 
They uae eenan ne saw seven Indians approaching the house. xf as NS 
ae painted in a frightful manner. Kt | Lee’ 
No person was then within, but a child ten years old, another \ eX WA 
two and my infant. My husband and his brother Henry, had just Le 1S 
walked out to a barn at some distance in the field. My seat is ; § = ‘> v i 
Susanna, was with the remaining children in an outhous on S : a 
Mrs. Livingston was in the garden. - ‘ Le a ae 
I immediately shut and fastened the door; the Indians came . Ke N 


furiously up and tried to burst it open. The ay 
times that I open the door. I en Then ae eee oe <s 7 S 
One ball pierced the door but did no damage. ee % 
_ “T then thought of my husband’s rifle and I took it down. But : 
was a double trigger gun and I was at a loss as what to do At G 
ength I fired through the door, but the gun, not being well 
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aimed, did no damage. But the Indians retired from that place es ae 
Soon afterwards I realized that an old adjoining house i on Ry C \ 
and pe “ children were suffering from smoke. I opened the " A s “ 
oor and an Indian immediately t . wt tas 
Selaen are. y took me and the two children Rs . N . 
if By ak Chae ee We 
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so my sister; Sukey, a wench with her young 


their possession. Al 
of Edward Callihan’s, and an eight year old 


child, a Negro man 


Negro boy of our own. 
“They were fearful of going into the house, perhaps thinking 


it was a man who had fired the shot. Soon our whole house was 
consumed in the flames, which I was pleased to see rather than it 


should be of use to the savages. 
“We were all hurried a short distance, where the Indians were 


very busy, dividing the plunder and putting it up in packs for each 
to carry his part of the booty. 

“T observed them careless with the children, and the Indians 
ff in front, | called in a low voice to My oldest 


being some distance © 
youngest child and told them to run to 


daughter, gave her my 
neighbor John Russell's. 

“With reluctance they 
looking back. But I beckoned them to go on. I felt 
be expressed on the account of our doleful separation. The two 
Indians in the rear either did not notice this scene or were willing 
that the children might run back. 

“That evening the Indians (and we) crossed Clinch Mountain 
and went as far as Copper Creek. The distance was about eight 
miles. 

“The next day, A 


left me, sometimes halting, sometimes 
pangs not to 


pril 7, we set out early in the morning, crossed 


Clinch River at McLean’s fish dam about twelve o'clock, then 
steered northerwardly toward the head of Stony Creek. There the 
Indians camped carelessly, had no back spy nor kept sentries out. 
This day’s journey was about twenty miles. 

“On April 8, we continued in camp until the sun was more than 
an hour high. Then we set out slowly and traveled about five or 
six miles and camped near the foot of Powell Mountain. This day 
Benge, the Indian chief, became more pleasant and spoke freely 
to the prisoners. He told them that he was about to carry them to 
the Cherokee towns and that in his route in the wilderness was his 
brother with two other Indians hunting, so that he might have 
provisions when he returned. He said that at his camp were several 
white prisoners taken from Kentucky, with horses and saddles to 


carry them to the town. 
“He made inquiry of several persons on the Holston, particu- 
larly old General Shelby, and said he would pay him a visit during 
the next summer and take away all his Negroes. He frequently 
inquired as to who had Negroes and threatened he would have 


them all off the North Holston. He said all the Chickamauga towns 
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were for war and w 
vet would soon be very troublesome to the white 
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was seen leading his Redskins and the prisoners along a trail. 
Hobbs shot and killed Benge. 

Dr. James Huff, the last survivor of the raid, in an interview in 
1848, for the Jacksonian, a newspaper published at Abingdon, 
described the scene of the last stand of Benge as follows: 

“Hobbs and his men took a position in a deep hollow—it is one 
of those deep, dark mountain passes where the ridges on either 
side seemed to reach to the clouds. And the center of the deep 
gloomy valley is covered with a large mass of unshaken rocks, 
laurel and ivy (mountain laurel was everywhere). A wild furious 
stream tumbled in the midst of the gorge.” 

Early historians said this gorge was at the base of High Knob, 
near Norton. L. P. Summers in his History of Southwest Virginia, 
said he thought the site was the place where Dorchester now 
stands. There are others who think the description closer fits the 
gorge below Appalachia. 

According to Dr. Huff the following men were with Vincent 
Hobbs at the time Benge was killed: John Banbever, Stephen 
fones, James Huff, James Vanbever, Peter Livingston, Job Hobbs, 
Abraham Hobbs, Adam Ely, Samuel Livingston, George Yokum 
and a Mr. Dotson. 

After the killing of Benge, Col. Arthur Campbell wrote a letter 
to the governor of Virginia saying, “I now send you the scalp of 
Captain Bench (his name was sometimes spelled this way) that 
noted murderer, as requested by Lieutenant Hobbs, to your ex- 
<ellency as a proof that he is no more and the activity and good 
conduct of Lieutenant Hobbs in killing him and releasing the 
prisoners. Could it be spared from the treasury, I would beg leave 
to hint that a present of a neat rifle to Lieutenant Hobbs would be 
accepted as a reward for his services and the Executive may rest 
assured that it would serve as a stimulus for further exertions 
against the enemy.” ® 

The governor sent to Lieutenant Hobbs a silver-mounted rifle 
after the General Assembly of Virginia voted that he might do £0. 

Then, soon after this, the governor became anxious as to the 
safety of Lieutenant Hobbs, for it was rumored that an uncle of 
Chief Benge living near Knoxville was going to take a band of 
warriors and seek revenge. So Capt. Lewis was ordered to put a 
de.achment of men on guard at Moccasin Gap and another in 
Powell Valley to be ready if a revenge party appeared. But, it 
proved, the uncle and his warriors did not attempt hunting Hobbs. 


3 Virginia State Papers, Volume 7. 
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Early Settlers 


Ir Has been seen that the land which now comprises Wise County 
was once an Indian hunting ground; the Indians themselves said 
that it was a land that lay between tribal possessions. It was a dis- 
puted land and hence all Indians eventually gave it up as a place 
for habitation because of wars that always raged when any tribe 
tried to settle upon it. 

Prior to the killing of Chief Benge but few white people dared 
venture into it save to hunt. They believed, too, that since the soil 
was not fertile, except the level lands along which streams flowed, 
they could do better settling elsewhere. 

They, like the Indians, considered this mountain domain a land 
to Cross OF gO around rather than to settle upon. But, after the close 
of the Dunmore war with the Indians at Point Pleasant, and the 
death of the notorious Chief Benge, settlers began to push beyond 
the forts and over the mountains into the limits of our present 
county. 

Following is an account written by Hugh L. Sulfridge, a native 
of Wise County, a former principal of Big Stone Gap and other 
schools in the county, and lately principal and superintendent of 
schools of Charlottesville, Virginia. The script is a part of a thesis 
he wrote for a master’s degree in history at Columbia University. 


First Settlers 
By Hugh L. Sulfridge 


The first settlers probably came into the region more by acci- 
dent than in accordance with any well-ordered purpose. So far as 
we have been able to ascertain, there were no settlers in the present 
limits of the County prior to the Revolution. Be we do know that 
there were numerous settlements in Powell Valley just southwest 
of the boundaries of Wise County, and some of the first settlers in 
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of Powell Valley. 

These Powell Valley settlers, some of them at least, were people 
who had attempted to follow Boone into Kentucky; but, finding 
the journey long and difficult, they stopped and built their log 
cabins in Powell Valley. For example, by this route came Richard 
Wells from the lowlands of North Carolina, about the year 1792. 
Bringing with him a large family, he settled in upper Powell Val- 
ley in the present limits of Wise County. William Wells, who was 
probably one of the sons of Richard Wells, was one of the first men 
to purchase land in the Wild Cat Valley. 

This land was purchased from James Shepherd, who had secured 
it by patent on the 6th day of August, 1810. James Shepherd him- 
self was another one of the first settlers in Wise County, and his 
name is mentioned in connection with land transfers along the 
upper branches of Powell River. Zachariah Wells, another one 
of the sons of Richard, purchased a tract of land at the mouth of 
Looney’s Creek in the year 1805. ‘The lower part of the town of 
Appalachia is now built on this land. In the year 1819, Zachariah 
Wells sold to Robert Wells 100 acres of land “‘near the three forks 
‘of Powell river,”? and one line of the boundary of this tract 
touched the land of Thomas Wells. Jeremiah Wells, another mem- 
ber of this large family of brothers, was the grandfather of the late 
Judge Tazewell J. Wells, whose father was James Franklin Wells. 
Numerous descendants of the Wells family still live in the County. 

Another name seen often in connection with early transfers is 
that of Shepherd. Moses Shepherd seems to have been the original 
settler of this family on the headwaters of the Powell.’ James was 
the first man to own land on Looney’s Creek.* The Shepherds still 
live in the same locality where they have been for more than a hun- 
dred years. 

William Blanton came in early and located at the foot of Powell 
Mountain.‘ John Blanton, his son, was the grandfather of the late 
‘Creed Blanton, whose father was Isaac Blanton. 

The Hortons bought land in and around Three Forks early in 
the 19th century. On the 20th of April, 1827, John Horton and his 


wife Jane conveyed to Thomas Horton seventy-five acres of land | 


1 Deed Books, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 5, Court Records of Lee Co., Va., #3,461. 
, ®Land Entry Book, No. 1, Court Records of Russell Co., Va., D. p. 196. 

8 Deed Books, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 5, Court Records of Lee Co., Va., #2,239. 

4 Deed Books, Nos. 1, 2. 3, and 5. Court Records of Lee County, Virginia, 
No. 1, p. 99. 


26 


“lying and being in said Lee County, part of the forks of Powell 


5 


River, and part in the south side of the south fork of said river. 
This land joined that of Benjamin Tompkins. Part of the town of 
Big Stone Gap is now located on that land, and the descendants of 
the Horton family still live here. A little later the Gillys came in, 
probably from North Carolina, and settled in the same locality. 
The family is large, and today the name is found in almost all sec- 
tions of the County. 

In the year 1814, Jonathan Tipton sold Mathias Kelly 113 acres. 


of land on the South Fork of Powell River for $100.. Jonathan 
Kelly, Sr., purchased from William Harris a “certain tract or par- eo 


cel of land containing 100 acres more or less, lying and being in the 
said County of Lee on the north side of Powell River—being the 
same tract of land conveyed to the said William Harris by deed 
from Jonathan Creech, on the 10th day of June, 1816.” * This fam- 


ily, like many of the other early settlers in Wise County, came 


originally from North Carolina. Mathias Kelly had a son named 
John Jackson, born in 1821. This John Jackson Kelly was the 
father of the late John Jackson Kelly, Sr., who last lived in the 
town of Wise. This family of Kellys formerly owned considerable 
land in and around the present town of Appalachia. Kelly View, 
just above Appalachia, took its name from them. 

John Sturgill bought from James Sturgill, in the year 1816, 100 
acres of land “on the Big Stone Gap Fork of Powell River.” In 
1826, this tract of land was sold by John Sturgill to Martin Kil-- 
bourne.’ The boundary line crossed Powell River and Callahan’s 
Creek, and on this land has grown up, since the coming of the rail- 
roads, the present town of Appalachia. Another one of the Sturgills 


later settled on the Roaring Fork of Powell River. This was Andy 
Sturgill, who it is said was a great hunter and trapper, and who 
made considerable money selling the peltries which thus collected. 
Other settlers who came early into the Western part of the 
County, and who lived near the head of Powell Valley were Isaiah 
Jones, Isaac Willis, the Gillys and others. The Elkinses, the 
Skeenses, and the Wamplers are old residents of the valley. 
According to tradition, the first settler near the present town of 
Norton was a man named Prince. He is said to have come into the 


. anal 


5 Ibid., No. 5, p. 461. 

6 Deed Books, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 5. Court Records of Lee County Virginia, 
No. 3, p. 394. 

7 Ibid, No. 5. 

® Kelly, J. J., Sr. “An Interview on the Life of the Early Settlers.” 
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region from North Carolina as the agent of Harry L. Smith, who 
had taken up several hundred acres of land about the year 1786.° 
Prince built a cabin and remained in the locality for some years 
when he became ill and died. Old citizens tell us that his grave was 
marked and could be located many years ago about two miles from 
Esserville on the land of A. C. Wells.” We do know that the old 
name for the land where Norton now stands was Prince’s Flats. 
One of the oldest and largest families in the northern part of the 
present limits of Wise County is that of the Bollings. These Bol- 


lings belong to that family which traces its ancestry back to John_ 


Rolfe and Pocahontas. However, the first to come to Wise County 
was Benjamin Bolling who came from Wilkes County, North Car- 
olina, about the year.]790.. 

Benjamin first settled on Guest River not far from the present 
site of Esserville. Here he built a log cabin and claimed a vast 
tract of land. 

One day his wife went to a spring to get water and a panther 
sprang out at her. Returning to the cabin she prevailed upon 
Benjamin to go back to North Carolina. He said he would if he 
could sell his property. 

One day a hunter came along with a rifle over his shoulder and 
two hound dogs at his heels. The hunter remarked that Benjamin 
had a good place to live. Benjamin said he wanted to sell. The 
hunter asked him how much he would take. Benjamin looked at 
the rifle and the dogs and said, “I'll sell all my holding here for 
that rifle and them dogs.” And so, the trade was made and Benja- 
min and his wife returned to North Carolina. The land he sold 
so cheaply is today worth millions of dollars! 

But he was still dissatisfied with North Carolina and again he 


®Kennedy, Ralph Emerson, An Economic and Social Survey of Wise 
‘County, University of Virginia Bulletin, p. 13. 
10 Kilgore, William J. “An Interview on the Early History of the County.” 
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considerable numbers in the more rural sections. Benjamin 
Bolling lived to be 98 years old, and the rude stone marking his 
final resting place bears the simple inscription, “B. Bolling 1734— 


+1832.” Sallie Ward, the wife of Jeremiah Bolling, is said to have 


been a playmate of the young Andrew Jackson, their childhood 
homes being near each other right on the borderline of North and 
South Carolina. Also, it is said she very much disliked the young 
Andrew, and even after he rose to fame and had won the admira- 
tion of the whole nation, she persistently spoke disparagingly of 
him. 

Jeremiah Bolling became the father of thirteen children, eleven 
of whom grew to maturity; and, of these, eight bore Bible names, 
which indicates the deep-seated spiritual bent of the family. Late 
in life Sallie Bolling was seized with the passion of returning to 
the home of her childhood in the Carolinas and visiting her kin- 
dred, and taking with her the young son Hosea, she set out on 
horseback. She riding ‘and the lad walking, they made their 
journey over the rough mountain trails, fording the streams and 
taking the weather as it came. Lodging from time to time with the 
rude settlers scattered along the way, they finally arrived at their 
destination, only to find that after forty years of absence there re- 
mained no trace of friend or kinsman about the place of her child- 
hood. Disappointed and sad, the weary travelers soon began to re- 
trace their footsteps to the Pound, where anxious friends and rela- 
tives awaited them.” 

One of the first men to take up large tracts of land in the eastern 
part of the County was Richard Smith. Through his agents, by 
virtue of ninety land office treasury warrants, he entered more than 
300,000 acres of land on the north side of Clinch River, beginning 
at the mouth of Sword’s Creek in what is now Russel] County, and 
extending down the river to the mouth of Guest River and up that 
river to its source, ‘‘thence northward the shortest distance to what 
is generally called the Pound Fork, thence down that fork adjoin- 
ing the hills on the northwest and north sides thereon following 
the same down about 15 miles; thence to run off eastwardly toward 
Big Sandy till quantity is obtained.” ” This large boundary was 
later surveyed, being cut up into numerous small tracts which were 
patented or purchased by other land speculators. 

Elizabeth Stevens, assignee of James Wilson Stevens, made entry 


11 Rose, W. S., Big Stone Gap, Va., Notes on History of Bolling Family. 
12 Tand Entry Book, No. 1. Court Records of Russell Co., Va., p. #1, p. 11. 
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for 1000 acres on the west side of Guest River beginning at the 
mouth of Big Tom’s Creek and extending down the river two and 
one-quarter miles, thence off at right angles to said river for quan- 
tity. 

Above the entry of Elizabeth Stevens,® Henry Mershen entered 
1000 acres, extending up the river on the west side two and one- 
quarter miles; while just below the Stevens entry, Joshua Furman 
entered 500 acres on the west side of the river. These entries were 
all made during the years 1782 and 1783, and from this time for- 
ward there went on in the region much activity in the way of sur- 
veying, selling and transferring of lands. 

In 1795, Austine Nicholas entered 150,000 acres of land west of 
the mouth of Guest River, extending down Clinch River to the 
mouth of Stock Creek and up the same to its source, thence to 
Guest River. During the same year, a boundary of 25,000 acres of 
this entry was transferred to Moses Shepherd, George Shepherd, 
David Wainwright, John Taddock, and David Fairchild, and Eliza 
Glover. This survey covered all the land extending from Guest 
River where it passes through the present town of Norton west- 
ward on both sides of the North Fork of Powell River and all the 
head of Powell Valley. 

The people who made these original entries were not directly 
interested in settling and developing the new region. They were 
land speculators establishing claims to large sections of the moun- 
tain wilderness which they imagined would in time become val- 
uable. For example, Richard Smith is referred to in the records as 
making his entries through an agent, and Smith is referred to as 
Richard Smith of London. 

But it is certain that settlers followed soon after the first land be- 
gan to be surveyed. These early settlers in the eastern part of the 
county came principally from the older settlements on Clinch 
River. Fact is, the old Castle’s Woods Fort was right near the bor- 
der of what became Wise County, when it was finally cut off from 
the older Russell County. Fort Blackmore, already mentioned in 
this narrative, was at the mouth of Stony Creek which has its 
source near High Knob, the boundary line of Wise County. 

One of the first, possibly the first man ever to establish a home in 
or near the present town of Wise, was Tyree Culbertson. He had 
married Mattie Vicars, daughter of Robert Vicars, and both came 


. 13 Land Entry Book, No. 1. Court Records of Russell Co., Va., #1, p. 16. 
14 Tbid., #1, p. 196. 
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from Scott County. ‘Tyree was the son of James Culbertson whose 
wife had been Mary Kilgore, daughter of Charles Kilgore (a Revo- 
lutionary soldier wounded at the battle of King’s Mountain). The 
late Charles A. Culbertson, Governor of Texas and member of the 
United States Senate, was the great-great-grandson of Joseph Cul- 
bertson, the father of James Culbertson.” 

The Culbertsons and Kilgores have been in the County from the 
time of the earliest settlements, and many of the county’s most 
valuable citizens have been members of these families. 

Samuel Salyer, Jr., was one of the first settlers at Prince’s Flats, 
now Norton. His wife was Lydia Culbertson, daughter of Tyree 
Culbertson mentioned above. Samuel Salyer, Jr., was the grandson 
of Zachariah Salyer, who was with Washington at Valley Forge; 
and Zachariah was the son of Benjamin K. Salyer, French Hugue- 
not, who fled from France on account of religious persecution, set- 


—~Jéd at Charleston, S. C., and became a very wealthy planter, own- 


ing vast tracts of land in the Carolinas. 

Samuel Salyer, Jr., was married before he could read or write; 
and on an occasion when he was once recovering from typhoid 
fever, his wife scrubbed the puncheon floor white with sand, and 
using charcoal to make characters thereon taught him to form tet- 
ters and make simple calculations. He raised a company in the 
Civil War. His son, Col. Logan H. N. Salyer, commanded a regi- 
ment in the Confederate Army at the battle of Gettysburg. Samuel 
Salyer, Jr., lived to be 98 years old, being born in 1813 and dying 
m 191” 

Elijah Beverly settled at Guest’s Station, now Coeburn, about 
1820. He was a weaver of fine linen. His old loom, quite an intri- 
cate piece of mechanism, was lately in possession of his grand- 
daughter, Mrs. Sarah Anderson, at Clear Creek. Elijah’s son, Free- 
man Beverly, built the first house at Nettle Patch in the early part 
of the century. Freeman was a faith doctor, or witch hunter. He 
married Unice Ramsey, daughter of Joel Ramsey, who was a 
soldier of the Revolution. The Beverlys were originally an old 
Virginia family, but this particular branch of the family came 
from North Carolina. 

Another one of the old settlers in central part of the County was 


_. William Huff, who was the father of Charles Huff. The land about 


the present town of Ramsey once belonged to the Huffs. Charles 


15 Beverly, Walter F. 914 N. 36th St., Richmond, Va., Notes on Histories of 
the Salyers, Huffs, Culbertsons, Hoges, Beverlys, and Bruces. 
16 Beverly, Walter F. 914 N. 36th St., Richmond, Virginia. 
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played an ima portant part in the government of the County 

Dr. Daniel S. Hoge was one of the first settlers at what is now the 
little town of Tacoma. He was the son of James Hoge and Eliza- 
beth Howe, daughter of Joseph Howe. James Hoge was the great- 
ereat-grandfather of Ex-Governor J. Hoge Tyler. Some of the 
Hoges have been prominent in the affairs of both County and 
State.” 

Harvey Bruce, son of Joshua Bruce, came in from Bland County 
and settled near the present town of ‘Tacoma about 1855, and there 
have been many descendants of this first settler. Harvey Bruce be- 
came one of the gentlemen judges of the county court. 

A family by the name of Horne settled on Guest River just 
above the present town of Coeburn early in the century. The first 
of this name was one Pleasant Horne who bought 200 acres of land 
on Roaring Branch from James Osborne in 1819.%* Nicholas 
Horne, who was probably the son of Pleasant Horne, became the 
head of a large family whose descendants still live in and about the 
town of Coeburn. 

The Buchanans also came into this section of the County at an 
early date and secured considerable tracts of land on Bull Run 
Creck at ‘Toms Creck. One of these, John Buchanan, at a some- 
what later period got possession of more than 3000 acres of fine 
forest and coal land on the waters of Big.'Tom’s Creek. 

The Stallards came in by way of the mouth of Guest River from 
Scott County. The first members of this family found in the pres- 
ent limits of the County were Cyrus Stallard, Sr., and Hazelton 
Stallard. The Stallards intermarried with the Addingtons, Law- 
sons, and Evanses and today these names are still common in Wise 
and neighboring counties. 

Other names appearing among the early settlers in this section 
of Wise County were those of Holbrooks, Greear, Davis, Dean, 
Ramey, Hillman and Bond. 


*T Beverly, Walter F. 914 N. 36th St., Richmond, Virginia. 
18 Deed Book, No. 6, Court Records a Russell Co., Va. 
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ing the baby, Phoebe, in her arms. One of the 
Indians threw his tomahawk at her but missed, stick- 
ing it in an oak tree. Another Indian threw pieces of 
burning firewood at her. An overruling of Providence 
surely must have saved the family. 

The result of the attack: One Indian killed, 
another seriously wounded but who was able to escape 
with his companions with much pain, as was indicated 
by his screams. Some years ago a human skeleton 
was found under a cliff not far from Haysi, supposedly 
that of the wounded Indian. Then began the long 
thirty-mile journey back to the settlements of the 
Clinch Valley in Russell County. 

The posse being very much worn out by the 
long and arduous trip, when they reached the foot of 
Sandy Ridge, decided to camp for the night at a large 
spring. But Mrs. Musick insisted they cross the 
mountain to Clinch River side before camping. Later 
discovery proved her fear correct, for the party of 
Indians had turned back after the fight and pursued 


the whites, following them to the big spring and camp- 


ing on the proposed camp site of the whites. They 
gave up the chase here and returned to Ohio. 


XV 
CHIEF BENGE'S LAST RAID 


April 6, 1794 the half-breed Cherokee, Chief 
Benge, and his band of frontier marauders entered 
the quiet little settlement fifteen miles west of the 
present town of Abingdon and attacked the home of 
Peter Livingston. At the time Peter and his brother 
Henry were out on the farm and the women folk, 
children and a few slaves were in or near the house. 

Peter Livingston and Henry were the sons of 
William Todd and Sarah Livingston who had come to 
Botetout County, Virginia, around 1765 and had 
settled on the North Holston near the present town of 
Mendota. This area in 1772 lay in Fincastle County, 
1776 in Washington County. 

Over the ensuing years Peter became the owner 
of the entire estate; furthermore, he accumulated 
nearly 2,000 acres additional. 2 

Because of his vast land holdings he needed 
many farm workers. This was done by relatives, 
neighbors and slaves. At the time of the Indian 
attack his brother Henry and Henry's second wife, 
Susanna, were living with him and his wife, Eliza- 
beth. Also in the home was Peter's mother who at 
the time of the attack was tomahawked, resulting in 
her death four days later. 3 

Chief Benge was particularly interested in 
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capturing and taking North Negroes whom he could sell 
for a price, and the presence of slaves on the 
Livingston plantation had interested him in risking the 
attack. 

Now, let's have the story as told by Elizabeth 
Livingston, wife of Peter Livingston, to Arthur 
Campbell, military officer of the area, and certified 

~ by him to the Governor of Virginia, April 15, 1794. 

It ran as follows: 

"April 6, 1794, about 10 o'clock in the morning, 
I was sitting in my house when the fierceness of the 
dog's barking alarmed me. I looked out and saw seven 
Indians approaching the house, armed and painted in a 
frightful manner. No person was within but a child 
ten years old, another of two, and my sucking infant. 

"My husband and his brother Henry had just 
walked out to a barn at some distance in the field. 

My sister-in-law, Susanna (Henry's second wife) was 
with the remaining children in an out-house. 

"Old Mrs. Livingston (Sarah, Peter's mother) 
was in the garden. 

"T immediately shut and fastened the door; they 
(Indians) came furiously up and tried to burst it open, 
demanding several times of me to open the door, which 
I refused. 

"Then, they fired two guns; one ball pierced 
through the door but did no harm. I, then, thought 
of my husband's rifle, took it down; but, it being 
double triggered, I was at aloss. At length I fired 
through the door; but, it not being well aimed, I did 
no execution. . 

"However, the Indians retired from that place 
and soon after I found an adjoining house was on fire; 
and I and my children were suffering much from 
smoke. I opened the door; and an Indian immediately 
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advanced and took me prisoner, together with the two 
children. (There were three children in the house, one 
an infant; this one she carried herself. ) 

"I then discovered that they had my remaining 
children in their possession, my sister-in-law 
Susanna, a Negro wench and her young child, a Negro 
man of Edward Callahan's, and a Negro boy of our 
own about eight years old. 

"They (Indians) were fearful of going into the 
house to plunder, supposing that it had been a man that 
had shot at them and he was yet within. 

"So our whole clothing and household furniture 
were consumed in the flames, which I was then 
pleased to see, rather than it should be of use to the 
savages. | | 

"We were all hurried a short distance, where 
the Indians were busy dividing and putting in packs for 
each to carry his part of the booty taken. 

"Il observed them careless about the children, and 
most of the Indians being some distance off in front, I 
called with a low voice to my eldest daughter 
(Susanna), gave her my youngest child (Henrietta), and 
told them all to run toward neighbor John Russell's. 
They with reluctance left me, sometimes halting, 
sometimes looking back. I beckoned them to go on, a 
although I inwardly felt pangs not to be expressed on 
account of our doleful separation. The two Indians in i | 
the rear either did not notice this scene, or they were | 
willing the children might run back. 

"That evening the Indians crossed Clinch | 
Mountain and went as far as Copper Creek, distance TE 
about 8 miles. ia 

"April 7. Set out early in the morning, crossed | I 
Clinch River at McClain's fishdam (just below the 


present town of Dungannon) about 12 o'clock, then ' | 
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steered northwardly towards the head of Stony Creek. 
Then, the Indians camped carelessly — had no back 
spy nor kept sentries out. This day's journey was 
about twenty miles. 

"April 8. Continued in camp until the sun was 
more than an hour high; then, set out and slowly 
traveled five or six miles and camped near the foot of L 
Powell Mountain. 7) /5 |/6V d be ls ae o oY be 

"This day Benge, the Indian chief becarhe more) 7 : 


pleasant and spoke freely to the prisoners. He told nh A 


them that he was about to carry them to the Cherokee 3, + fie 
and Shawnee towns; that in his route in the wilderness, ;/. | 
was his brother with two other Indians hunting, so COfy & 
that he might have provisions when he returned; that 3 
at his camp were several white prisoners taken from 4 
Kentucky, with horses and saddles to carry them to 
the towns. . 
_7— “He made inquiry of several persons on Holston, 
' particularly Old General Shelby, and said he would pay 
him a visit during the ensuing summer and take away 
all his Negroes. He frequently inquired who had 
Negroes and threatened he would have them all off 
North Holston. He said all the Chickamooga towns 
were for war and would soon be very troublesome 
for the white folks. 
Boe "This day, April 8, Benge sent two of the 
Indians ahead to hunt. we 
"April 9. After traveling about five miles, which - 
was over Powell's Mountain and near the foot of Stone — 
Mountain, a party of 13 men, under command of Lieu-_ 
tenant Vincent Hobbs, of the militia of Lee County, met 
the enemy in front, attacked and killed Benge the first — 
fire, I was at that time some distance off in the rear. 
The Indian who was my guard at first halted on hear- 
ing the firing. He, then, ordered me to run, which l= 
Stone Mt © ate Nevokee, Hig 
[ On Je + tT? Ca » Yes 


25.5 ed 
Le ang IG 


lW/a Jens Ix 1G Ee 


_Gap and there take the Wilderness Road. Trail /" 


a Jaerd 


127 


performed slowly. He, then, attempted to strike me 
in the head with the tomahawk, which I defended as 
well as I could with my arm. By this time two of our 
people came in view, which encouraged me to struggle 
all Icould. The Indian at this instant pushed me back- 
ward; and I fell over a log, at the same time aiming a 


:) y violent blow at my head, which in part spent its force 
¢/ on me and laid me out for dead. The first thing I 


j 
a) Ov 


afterward remembered was my good friends around 
me giving me all the assistance in their power for 


yesuy relief. They told me I was senseless for about 


an hour. 


j, Porte "Certified this 15th day of April, 1794. 


"A. CAMPBELL'® 

Eventually Peter and Henry Livingston saw 
smoke boiling above the low rolling hills between 
their barn and their home; they ran homeward but 
when they arrived the houses were nearly burned 
down. Lying on the ground were the bodies of 
Sarah Livingston and one Negro child, each having 
been tomahawked. 

The Livingston men knew there were about 
three trails the Indians could take across Clinch |’ 
Mountain, or they could go by way of Moccasin |17~ 

a thus y 


signs showed they had likely gone toward Hamiltony < ey 4 | 
Gap in Clinch Mountai oo ee 
a ountain. Men dota. Vo v Were. in Moeeasin 
e little settlement did not have enough Cap, sw 
men to pursue and hope to get in sight of the party //zmed of 
But, they could hurry to other settlements and getWebhe r Gi i 
“nough help to overpower the Indians if they cut y | 
them off somewhere to the north. 
: So, one man, John Henderson, was sent on 
orseback to alert the settlers in Powell Valley, 
8 &. 4+ Dryden: Stone Mt. on | 
PoSsjeld from B, Sen Powel Mt, on your righy 
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7 Now, ‘it was at this great Stone Gap that Chief 
[ ‘Benge was most likely slain by Hobbs. Charles B. \S 
Cole in his account of Mrs. Scott's capture by Chief \ 


] 
about seventy miles to the northwest on the Wildernesd <a See 
Road. The two Livingston men, Peter and Henry, i “< 


set off in the direction of Castle's Woods to the north- ) 
east. It was their plan to get help at this settlement. + | Benge in Lee County in 1785, said, "Benge was killed .\~) 


and to block all trails in the Cumberland Mountains. te nine years later (after the Mrs. Scott captivity) as he ‘© \. 
The Livingston men, knowing that the Indians ~~“ Q ‘ making his way to Big Stone si with the Ve mea < 

‘ . 

™e 


had taken white women, and Negroes whom they ~ Ji <J( ton « captives. "9 ee SEE 
could sell, would not likely kill any of them on the _, ae Summers, “quoting < a Sikaneetiok i letter of 
march. Believing this, the men decided to risk going ,) i A y Benjamin Sharp, further states, ''Vincent Hobbs was 


a 


The ita ALS . 
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; long distances for help rather than to try to pursue 2 y a lieutenant in the militia of ise County, Virginia, A) 
directly. If just a few men should have overtaken ise and, at the time in question, he was attending court SS 3) 
) the savages, the women would have been killed, ee ; Wy that county which was in session. Upon the arrival “ee tH 
3 they knew. “a xy ' : N of the express with the news of the Indian invasion, the \— >} 
a Now, let's examine the records and try to Na & ~, court immediately adjourned; and a party was pprunized™ i SI 
aS straighten out a few points of contention existing N a : SN upon the spot, under the command of Hobbs, to wayla 2 - ql 
even today in the area where Chief Benge was killed. TS. ‘ a gap in the Cumberlands called Stone Gap, en es a5 
NG ——~ To begin with, several years ago a marker was NE % which the Indians were supposed to pass. an Nd 
I put up just south of Norton, Virginia, saying that a ° 2 Q “ "In this party, besides Vincent Hobbs, were: a i: 
x little way above it, at the base of High Knob, the S John Van Bever, Job Hobbs, Stephen Jones, Somes .™ k u 
highest peak of Powell Mountain, Benge was slain © , Huff, James Van Bever, Peter Van Bever, » Sram a .) 


| 
by Vincent Hobbs of the Lee County militias. “The 
| little stream which flows out of the mountain at 


a. — this point bears the name Benge's Branch. 
The facts do not bear out the correctness of 


and Dotson, "© 
Although Elizabeth Livingston in her account yd : i 


said there were thirteen men in Hobbs party, only me 
twelve are named by Sharp. One of these had a blank S eS i 
instead of the first name. Since the writer of the ~ x | 
letter was uncertain about the first name, he might ~ : 
also have been uncertain about the sir name. This 


att 

= this marker. We can see by Mrs. Livingston's Vi 
oS account of the 9th day's traveling that, after camp- | 
mS 


\e 


ing the night before at the base of Powell Mountain, 


they went about five miles, which was over Powell 


Mountain and to the foot of Stone Mountain, where was probably Captain William Dorton, a scout for HS-8 

3 Hobbs and his men met them. Stone Mountain has Andrew Lewis, who was in the party. ie i 

<t its beginning west of Norton and continues until it Under date of April 19, 1795 Andrew Lewis ay — t 

: is broken by the well-known Big Stone Gap, sit- wrote the governor of Virginia as follows: "The Qs = 

= uated just north of the town of Big Stone Gap. The ~ inhabitants in pursuit of the Indians retook the “OE 
— mountain here has been worn into a great, rugged, prisoners and killed two of them. The rest ran off. YE, 
= stone gap by the northern tributary of Powell River. Captain William Dorton, one of my scouts, yaad was * SB a 
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with the party, endeavoring to head them off, fell in 
with them that ran off, being three in number, two of 
which he killed on the ground; the other ran off 
mortally wounded. Only one escaped without a 


wound, '7 


"Prior to this battle, Lieutenant Hobbs on reach- 
ing Stone Gap, discovered that Indians had just passed 
through before him; he, therefore, pursued with eager- 


ness and soon discovered two Indians kindling a fire; 
these they instantly dispatched, and finding some 
plunder with them, which they knew must have been 
taken from the Livingston house, they at once came 


to the conclusion that these two had been sent forward 
to hunt for provisions and that the others were yet be- 
hind with the prisoners. " 


Now, since Stone Gap was closer to Lee County 
than any other Indian trail crossing the Cumberlands 
and since Benge had come this way with Mrs. Scott 
in 1785, it is hardly likely that Hobbs would have 
gone beyond this pass up the North Fork of Powell 


to the present town of Norton. 


Furthermore, Peter 


and Henry Livingston, together with another posse, 
had come around through Russell County to examine 


other trails. 


ee, 


Summers states that Benge was most likely 
/ slain at the present town of Dorchester, about three 


miles northwest of Norton. 9 


However, Dorchester is 


about as far from Stone Mountain as Norton is. 


—— Further on this point, Andrew Lewis, military bee ut 


officer in command of the southwestern Virginia 
militia, wrote to the governor of Virginia as 

follows: 'By their (Benge and party) passing through 
the Stone Gap in Powell's Mountain suspect they 


were southern Indians, 10 


It seems that Andrew Lewis knew eat there 
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i was a Stone Gap, but he was not acquainted well 8 3 
i enough with the geography of the southwestern moun- RS NY 
tains of Virginia to know that Powell Mountain has no % & : 
! Stone Gap but that Stone Mountain, the next range north — Sy 


; [ have gone down Hunter's Valley, alongside the ae ne 3 


| thence up it to its headwaters, through Maple Gap, ‘down 3x 


as 


Lr C2 


of Powell, does have one. 
pes As to the trail Benge took after his camping at the sf 
f foot of Powell Mountain (southern side) April 7, he must Rw 


= 


foot of Powell Mountain until striking Cove Creek, -— 3: 


"estbamsimuninm perience en PRN mance i 
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Cracker's Neck to the present town of Big Stone Gap, 
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"Some time in the month of April 1794, just be- 
fore daylight, a man by the name of John Henderson 
rode up to Yokum Station in Powell Valley and informed 
the station that Indians had taken the wives of Peter eg S 


re 
LOL 


and thence to the entrance of Stone Gap in Stone Moun- % » 
tain. we Sea? = Sa 
= Now, let's view the site as described by the last © ©. 
surviving member of the Hobbs' party, Dr. James choy | 
Huff of Kentucky, in an interview 1846 for the ia wie 
Jacksonian, a newspaper published in Abingdon and ~~ bt 
filed in the Draper Papers." a 
eS 


Henry Livingston . ; e| 
i e Coe. 2. 3ae ‘nation bas seen this spot ¥ ps i. 
/ where pekec was killed; it is one of those deep, dark \ “S s 

mountain passes where the ridge on each side seems \ 483 


to reach the clouds, and the center of the deep, gloomy 
| valley below is eovebad with large masses of unshaken pr 
rocks, with a wild furious stream, tumbling and roll- , 
ing in the midst. = 
"These backwoodsmen sat but a short while in 
their hiding places until two of them highest up the 
precipice, V. Hobbs and J. Van Bever, saw an Indian 
and the wife of Peter Livingston coming. "12 However, oe i 
it was not Peter's wife but Henry's. 
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Now, there is no such rugged terrain as 
described here just south of Norton: no great 
boulders, no great gorge; no cliffs, merely a small 
hump of stone which is claimed to be Hobbs' hiding 
place; no stream which could be called a furious 
one, just a small branch which today is called 
Benge's Branch. Now, it must be recognized that 
there were no white settlers in Norton until about 
1890, nearly a hundred years after Benge's demise; 
consequently, traditional stories, and the failure to 
study facts as recorded in reports of responsible 
persons of the time, have led to errors in designat- 
ing the scene of Benge's death. 

Hobbs and Van Bever reached Elizabeth soon 
after she was struck with the tomahawk. An hour 
later she regained consciousness. 

Shortly thereafter, her husband, Peter, to- 
gether with Henry, arrived on the scene, happy that 
their wives had been rescued. Susanna, Henry's 
wife (his second wife) had been in the group 
immediately led by Benge. 


heard that the renegade, half-breed Chief Benge, ~ 
\ was dead. 
Arthur Campbell, in a letter to the governor 


is not known) Benge, that noted murderer, as re- 
quested by Lieutenant Hobbs, to your excellency 


.. . . + _@8a proof that he is no more, and of 
the activity and good conduct of Lieutenant Hobbs, 
in killing him and relieving the prisoners. Could 


it be spared from our treasury, I would beg leave 


As soon as Elizabeth was recovered sufficient- _ 
ly to travel, she and her kinsmen started back home-) 
Settlers on the frontier rejoiced when they / 
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to hint that a present of a neat rifle to Mr. Hobbs 
would be accepted as a reward for his services, and 
the executive may rest assured that it would serve as 
VS a stimulus for future exertions against the enemy. n13 
In accordance with the recommendations of 


home on the Holston over the return of the captives 

‘ and the killing of the notorious Chief Benge, it © 

wasn't long until the event brought a threat of war from 
the Cherokees and the frontier was again thrown into 
panic. 

Of the pending trouble Arthur Campbell wrote the 
governor, April 21, 1794, "Although this success (the 
killing of Benge) lessens the apprehensions of the in- 
habitants, yet from the declared intention of the 
Chickamooga party of the Cherokees to go to war, 
and their actually naving lately 200 warriors out in 
small parties, the western settlements of this county 
and the adjoining settlements in Lee County talk of 


ye See 
8 Colonel Campbell, the General Assembly of Virginia 
NY voted Mr. Hobbs a "beautiful silver-mounted rifle. 
ba .: Although there was gladness at the Livingston 
SS 


\ moving off if there is not some protection by the 

We? government afforded them. nl4 

iu Pi The Virginia government seemed in no hurry to 
“Se send military heip to the settlers of Washington and 
“y ©. Lee Counties and consequently the state of fear of 

y revenge attacks grew more tense. In regard to the 

sw % S situation Arthur Campbell tried again. 

NO On July 9th, the same year, he wrote 2s follows: 

ee WL "By intelligence from Knoxville, the uncle of 

~) ) 


haunts, and now we suppose \of his avengers, 
Were Captain Lewis! company 80 arranged as 
\Ve- Vv ye 7 4 z A ‘ee 
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to cover that settlement, and he be active in ranging 
the woods, it might in a degree appease the fears of 
the inhabitants. That part of Lee County which turned 
out so cleverly under Lieutenant Hobbs in pursuit of 


Bench, is altogether exposed; that is, they have no 
part of the guard on duty nearer than tony miles. 
My own conjecture is that, Hobbs and his friends 
may be the sufferers. All late accounts say that the 
whole of the lower Cherokees are for war, "15 

The revenge threat, however, failed to mature; 
and, to the joy of the settlers, Benge's was the last 
invasion by a marauding Indian band on this, 
Virginia’ s last, frontier. 
qeskt Ps.G, ¥ Dryer : 
; aS be ym nC a CAY CC; 
1 Will book 1, p. 73, Abingdon Court Records 
2 Summers, L. P., Annals of Southwest Virginia 
3 Cole, Charles B., Life of Wilburn Waters 
4 Calendar Virginia State Papers, Vol. 7, pp. 

111-112 

5 Summers, L. P., Annals Southwest Virginia 
: Draper, L. C., 12CC60 
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Virginia State Papers 
Summers, L. P., History of Southwest Virginia, 
pp. 441-442 further quoting Sharp's MS. 

9 Ibid p. 441 

10 Virginia State Papers, Vol. 7, p. 115 

11 Draper 12CC60 

12 Ibid 

13 Virginia State Papers, Vol. 7, p. 118 

14 hid, Vol. 1, pp. 117-118 

15 Ipid, p. 210° 
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INDIAN TRAGEDIES AGAINST 
THE WALKER FAMILY 


By Emory L. Hamilton 


John Walker and his wife, Katherine Rutherford, 
first lived at Wigton, Scotland, later moving to Newry, 
Ireland, from whence they sailed from Strangford Bay in 
May 1726, landing in Maryland in August of that year. 
Soon he was settled in Chester County, Pennsylvania, 
where he died in 1734. His wife, Katherine, died the same 
year. Most of the family of John Walker, the immigrant, 
moved from Pennsylvania and settled in Augusta and 
Rockbridge Counties in Virginia, and from there they 
scattered westward. 

Among the children of John and Katherine Walker 
was John Walker, Jr., who settled on the Clinch River 
in what is today Russell County; and Jane Walker, who 
married James Moore and settled in Rockbridge County. 

John Walker, Jr., born 1705, married Ann 
Houston in 1734. He first settled in Augusta County, 
and later moved with the Hays family to Rockbridge 
County and settled on a stream still known today as 
Walker’s Creek. From Walker’s Creek he moved to the 
Clinch River in present Russell County, Virginia, where 
he settled in 1773 at the “sink” of Sinking Creek on a 
300-acre tract of land which he named “Broadmeadows.” 
This land was surveyed and entered for him in old Fin- 
eastle County on April 2, 1774. At this time he was a 
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| To my son Job Hobbs the sum of One Dollar. To William France 


THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 
OF 
: SHELBY HOBBS 


I, Shelby Hobbs of the County of Lee and State of Virginia, 


course of nature, I shall soon pass away and feeling it my duty 
to dispose of my worldly effects make this my last will and 


being of sane mind and sound memory and feeling that by the 
testament and revoking all other wills by me made. 


SNES CaN Oc 


dgt-. I will and bequeath to my son Hamilton Be Hobbs the sum of | 
| Three hundred dollars to be paid out of my personal Estate. 
2nd. I will and bequeath to my gon Zion Hobbs the sum of Fifty 


| 
| 


" 4th. I will and bequeath to each of the following, viz. 


Dollars to be paid out of my personal effects. 


2rd» I will and bequeath to daughter Martha Jane Fifty Dollars 
to be paid out of my personal effects. 


7o ux daughter Elizabeth Hobbs if living and if not to her | 
heirs if Say the sum of one dollar. [0 Nancy Hobbs now Nancy | 
ie the sum of ome Dollar. To Ulyses the lawful heir of Mary | 

the sum of One Dollar. To my. son James J. the sum of One Dollar. | 


Hobbs the sum of One Dollar. To my son Jasper B. Hobbs the sum 
of One Dollar. 


2th. I will and bequeath to the heir or heirs of my last wife | 
| Susan or if the said Susan should raise any more heirs by me, all! 
: the land that I now possess. After giving the part that is given | 

by law to my wife Susan if I should not live until the heir or 


heirs of my last wife by me arrives at the age of Twenty-one then | 
the rent of the land ahali be applied to the benefit of my wife 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
begs her heir or heirs by me until?-such heirs ‘or heir ahall arrivd: 


at the age of Twenty-one, "Provided my wife shall remain my widow 
if not she shall take what the law gives her". When the heir or 


heirs shall arrive at the age of Twenty-one she or they shall 


|have have full possession of all the land dubject to dower right. 
| 


a 


ae 


6th. I will and bequeath all of the remaining part of my persona 
effects to be divided as follows: One third to my wife Susan, 
and the remaining two thirds to her heirs or heir by me. 

7th. I further request that Harvey Young shall be my executor 
to settle up my affairs and pay all just debts that I may owe 
and burial expenses. Given under my hand this 29th day of 
September, 1886. 


his 
/3/ Shelby x Hobbs (Seal) 
: mark 


Elbert S. Flanary 
Elisha Bailey 


VIRGINIA: 
At a County Court begun and held for Lee County at the 
Courthouse thereof on Monday, May 17th, 1897, the last Will and 


| 
| Testament of Shelby Hobbs deceased, was this day produced in 
| Court, and said Will was proved by the oaths of Elbert S. Flanary 


' 


and Elisha Baiiey, the two dubscribing witnesses thereto, who alsp 


proved the execution of said Will by the Testator in their presence, 


and that they signed said Will as attesting witnesses thereto at 


being there present together at the time of the signing of the 


same, thereupon said Will is ordered to be recorded. The said 


: the request of the testator and in his presence, they all three 
Harvey Young having been named in said Will as Executor of the 

| same. Thereupon the said Harvey Young together with Henry C. 
Slemp, E. S. Flanary and A. R. Hyatt, his security, entered into 
and acknowledged a bond in the penalty of Fourt Thousand Dollars, 
conditioned according to law. Certificate is granted the said 
Harvey Young for obtaining probate of said Will .in due forn. 

| A Copy Teste: 


/,/ SV. F. Richmond, Clerk 


VIRGINIA, LEE COUNTY, T0-WIT: 

I, Arthur 7, Burchette, Clerk of and for the Circuit Court 
of Lee County, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true 
copy of the Last Will and Testament of Shelby Hobbs, deceased, as 


: 
| 
| 


appears of record in this office, in Will Book No. 4, page 295. 
Given under my hand and the seal of this office, this the 
| 28th day of April, 1969, | 
| Teste: Arthur 7, Burchette, Clerk 


| By: 7d... 
| | yay ve 
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dn the State of Gar 


to be, and that I liave no interest in this claim. 
ie : ph LO toi iy ds 


aforesaid, duly commissioned and sworn; that a his official acta as such are entitled to full faith and credit; and 
that the aforesaid County Court, is a Court of 
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To be inade by the widow of a deceased person t uho has not had a land warrant. 
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State Of Lenhan ee oo only of Ww Yrnd hx 
On this 24 for day ot PA ur CL~ , A. D. one thousand eight hundred and bape 
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LIFE SKETCH OF 


CAPTAIN JOSHUA HOBBS 


The following life sketch of Captain Joshua Hobbs. 
pioneer Lee County citizen, written by Marvin V. Koger, at 
the time Farm Demonstrator of Lee County, and published in 
the April 2, 1926 issue of The Powell Valley News, is re- 
printed below: 


In the death of Captain Joshua Hobbs, of Dryden, on 
March 19, Lee County has lost one of its oldest and most 
noted citizens. Verging onto his ninetieth year, Capt. 
Hobbs has rounded out a most useful life as a Lee County 
farmer, business man and citizen. 


Beginning his career on the farm and working his way up 
in spite of handicaps to become one of the largest blue grass 
farm owners and successful business men of the county is a 
trivute to his sturdey and vigorous personality, 


Capt. Hobbs related that his first venture for himself 
in business was to buy up a drove of hogs, having induced 
some xinsman to loan him some funds. After he had succeeded 
in getting the drove together and ready to drive to market he 
had to make an additional loan to get himself a batch of 
clotnes to make the drive in. 


By renting some land and staking his luck on hogs and 
corn, coupled with a good trading tact, he began steadily to 
get established financially. He later purchased his father's 
farm who was Absalon Hobbs. His father had purchased this 
farm before him with two loads of wild cherry lumber sawed 
and floated in boats down Powell River tnrough Tennessee to 
Flore.uce, Alabama, bringing $600. 


Capt, Hobbs combined the quality of not only making mon- 
ey but of being able to keep his money. In his later ana 
inactive years he made loans safely, serving as a bank to 
his section of the country, bringing him a comfortable in~ 
cone. He insisted that 1t was good business to borrow money 
if one made good business out of it, 


Capt. Hobbs was of noted pioneer stock. His grandfather, 
Vincent Hobbs, immigrated to America through the Fort of Dover, 
Delawar2, and stopped in pee ae on. the Potomac paver 27-1735. 
The two brothers were Beal and William. Beal remained in Mary- 
lana, and Williem settled in Nort mn Garolina. Vineent, after 
Living cn the Fotomac River in Maryland and raising his fam- 
ily to maturity, moved to the territory of what was later 
Lee Zounty, Virginia. Vincent had married a Miss Shelby and 
had a family of Children, seven boys and three girls. 


mM 


Capt. Hobbs! father, Absalon, was sixteen years old when 
they came to Lee County with the first settlers. The Vincent 
Hobbs children were grown when reaching Lee County, Absalon. 
tne youngest, being 16. Their names were: William, Vincent, 
Jcei, Ezekial, James, Abner, Absalom, Polly, Rachel and Re- 
becca, 


Polly (or Mary) married John Benham, who came with ths 
Hobbs to Lee County. Benham was a noted Indian fighter, hunt- 
er and farmer. He killed a buffalo on Benham's Knob which 
took his name. He brought to Lee County the Benham apple frou 
off the Potomac River in Maryland. There it was xnown as thc 
Marshmellow apple. This apple has been on most every farn in 
- Lee County for the past 100 years. 


Rachel married John Russell, whose descendants are yet in 
Lee County. 


Rebecca married Villiam Blanton, whose kinsmen ave ir. 
Lee and Wise Counties. 


Ezekial settled in Washington County, on the Holston River. 
James went to Missouri. 
Abner on Collins River, Middle Tennessee, 


William was wounded and then captured in an Indian raid 
near Cumberland Gap and believed to have been burned alive or 
Supjected to fearful torture. 


Vincent distinguished himself as an Indian fighter and 
Captain in the Revolutionary army. Others of these sons s 
served in the army. Vincent had engaged ina successful r 
raid on the Indians in Tazewell and Russell Counties before 
his noted feat of killing Qld Benge at Little Stone Gap. Old 
Benge had made thirteen (being an unlucky number this time) 
bloody raids into Southwest Virginia. There were twelve cit- 
izgens in this raid, Vincent Hobbs shooting Benge in the back 
of tic head with an ounce ball bear rifle as he ran. This 
was in the last raid on Virginia soil. Vincent Hobbs moved 
on westward, where there was more life and encounter, He 
sittied Buck Elk, an Indian Chief, in Middle Tennessee.  Fro- 
there ne went to Missouri, and later died in Tennessee. He 
wes never married except to his knife and rifle gun. 


Absalom Hobbs, father of Captain Joshua Hobbs, first 
mecried Susan Helvy. They had six sons and three dauchters. 
on nom death he later married Mary Olinger, this marriage2 
resulting in six sons and one daughter. Absalom Hobbs dis- 
tinguished himself as a frontier fighter and defender of the 
how terri tery. 


Captain Joshua Hobbs first married Miss Emily Flanazry 
Tr.cy had seven children, two of whom were daughters Two 


Children did not live. His children are all successful 
citizens of the county. Captain Hobbs has one brother living 
in Indiana, He is 95 years of age. 


It would be difficult to find a family that has played 
a more important part in the settlement of the county than 
the first immigrant, Vincent Nopos, of 1735, from England. 
The family is of old English stock with honors back of it, 


Note: The above was taken from The Powell Valley News, 
Pennington Gap, Virginia, Thursday, July 24, 1947, 


THE HOBBS FAMILY 
and 
THEIR CONNECTION WITH THE 
EARLY SETTLEMENT OF POWELL'S VALLEY 


Last week's issue of this paper contained an account of 

the death and funeral of Captain Joshua Ewing Hobbs, which 
took place at his home near Dryden, Va., the previous week 
and announcement was made that a more extended account would 
appear later, 


Captain Hobbs was in many respects a remarkable man and 
was descended from a remarkable ancestry. The founder of the 
family in the wilderness of Powell Valley was named Vincent 
Hobbs whose wife was Mary Shelby. There was iron in the blood 
of both. The southern shore of the Potomac River was their 
abiding place when they decided to turn their faces to the 
wilderness in scarch of new homes for all; and most likely 
it was the upper stretches of Potomac, because a very self 
reliant and adventurous people pushed on up above navigation 
which practically ended at Alexandria. They relied upon 
their own labor for Subsistance, and did not fear the cun-~ 
ning and craftiness of the Indians, 


Such people were Vincent lst and Mary Shelby Hobbs. 
Some of the same family of Shelbys settled where Bristol now 
Stands, some of whom, latcr went on to Kentucky where one 
became Governor, 


Daniel Boone may have been one of the very earliest 
adventurers to cross over the mountains to the western 
waters, but his various journeys were Spread out over quite 
& period of years, and during this time others were coming 
and settling. There were the Vatauga, the Holston and the 
Clinch settlements and finally the more adventurous passed 
on over to Powell River. All these were looking for good 
locations for homes where land was good and game plentiful; 


and when these conditions were met with they settled, Any- 
where would do them, while Boone's heart was set on Kentucky 
alone, 


When Vincent and Mary came with their family they con- 
tinued on to Powell Valley--the very suter edge of the known 
horizon of settlement. 


The fact is this family was a whole settlement of itself. 
Talk about your "wide spaces," Vincent and Mary were hunting 
for them because they had to have them in their business. 
Seven sons and three daughters they brought with them, nearly 
all married and accompanied by their mates. The sons were 
Ezekiel, Vincent 2nd, Abner, Thomas, William, James and Ab- 
solom. Their names are probably not given in the order of 
their birth, but Absolom was the youngest and was aged 16 
when the family reached Powell Valley. He became father of 
Captain Joshua Hobbs, the subject of this sketch. 


William was killed by Indians near Cumberland Gap, other 
sons became restless and some went to Middle Tennessee and 
later on to Missouri. Vincent 2nd did not marry but led a 
very adventurous life as will be seen later on, 


Vincent lst and Mary, already grown, well along in years, 
made their home on the bank of Powell River about two miles 
below DeBusk Mill, near Dryden, and there they lie buried. 


The daughters and their mates did not wander far from 
the family roof tree. Rebecca and her husband, William 
Blanton, settled in what is now the southern part of Wise 
county and the name is still very conspicous in this Vioinity. 
Rachel and her husband, John Russell, made their home at least 
for a time, near where Ben Hur Station now stands, but are bee- 
lieved to have removed later farther westward toward Cumbér- 
land Gap. Their descendents are legion. 


There are sufficient reasons for a digression here to 
introduce an interesting incident, taken from Bruce's splen- 
did work, "Daniel Boone and the Wilderness Road" where it is 
recorded that in 1771, while Boone was bringing his family 
and a party of settlers through Powell Valley to Kentucky he 
sent his son and two others to a settler named Russell for 
some additional supplies and they were ambushed and killed 
by a war party of Shawnee Indians who happened to be returning 
from a raid against the Cherokees on the Tennessee River, 


There is good reason to believe this Russell was 
married to Rachel Hobbs. 


Mention is made in this section of the two Hobbs 
daughters who married William Blanton and John Russell, but 
the name of Benham, who married Mary Hobbs, does not appear 
in this section among the people. They settled where the 


i 


village of Dryden, Va., now stands on the Place that became 
known as the Elkanah Pennington farm, and in other ways their 
name will forever be perpetuated in this section, On this 
farm grew a seedling apple tree whose fruit ripens in late 
Summer and was the standard of excellence and never more so 
than now. Frugal housewives of this entire section watch for 
the Benham apples to come in just as their mothers and grand- 
mothers did in long gone years before. 


Besides that, John Benham was a great hunter of big game 
and when settlers drove it back he was wont to follow it to 
its remote haunts. He kept a camp on the great spur of Black 
Mountain that extends northward between Clover Lick and Big 
Looney Creeks to Cumberland River in Harlan County, Ky., and 
to this day it is called Benham Spur. The great coal mining 
town at its base is also called Benham. He killed the last 
buffalo in this section on this spur. Soft footed animals 
made "trails" in their migrations, but the buffalo being a 
hoofed animal wore deep impressions which were called "traces" 
and Benham knew all about wild animals and when and where they 
were to be found. 


Captain Joshua Hobbs whose death occurred less than a 
week before this was written, was the oldest living link in 
this section between the death of Benge, the dreaded Shawnee 
Indian, raider ct frontiér days and the present, Not only did 
Captain Hobbs' uncle, Vincent Hobbs 2nd fire the shot that — 
ended Benge's career, but Captain Hobbs' father, Absolom Hobbs, 
was present and participated in the battle. True the captain's 
brother in Indiana aged 96, bears the same kinship but he has 
‘been long years gone from the scene of that transcendent and 
epoch making event and the captain was one of the trro reposi- 
tories of Benge lore still living--the other being Alfred Huff, 
still living near ‘'oodway, whose grandfather James Huff, rear- 
ed him to manhood and having been in the battle gave him the 
story from his own lips, They agree perfectly in the details. 
‘Captain Hobbs went on to relate that the mother of Benge was 
a captive white woman whose husband was a Shawnee Indian and 
that she escaped with this son when he was nine years old; but 
that after four years among the whites he ran away and joined 
the tribe again and ever afterward bore a deadly hatred toward 
the whites. 


Another statement was that on each raid Benge notched a 
tree along the trail up High Knob and that there were thirteen 
notches found after his fall, the last of which was fresh. Ev- 
idently Benge did not remain with the whites long enough to 
learn about the unlucky number. — 


The captain talked long and interestingly about his Uncle 
Vincent 2nd. How game becoming scare in Powell Valley he built 
a hunter's camp on Catron's Creek in what is now Harlan County, 
Ky., and how afterward he went to Tennessee and the owner of 
the land would not permit the land about the abandoned camp to 
be cleared so that it might remain in the condition in which 


the great man who ended the Benge raids left it. And how, 
after he went to Tennessee, he lived on or near Collins! 

River and while there ended, with his great rifle that shot 
ounce balls, the career of Buck Elk, the Indian terror of 

that region--and how after growing old he returned to Powell 
Valley and accepted an invitation to become the guest of the 
people of Abingdon where a great banquet was held in his honor 
and where he was introduced and feted as the hero who ended 
forever the Indian raids on the frontier settlements. And how, 
on his return to Collins! River his brother Abner went with him 
and, later on to lNissouri and was not heard from, but that 

_ Vincent continued to reside in Tennessee wntil his death at a 
very ripe old age. 


ily friend, the late Dr, Pritchard, knowing of my pro- 
Ppensities for trying to know about things last year requested 
that I should visit Captain Hobbs and have @ talk with him. 
Soon afterward I did so, and while a perfect stranger, was 
cordially received and most excellently fed at once, and of 
course conversation flowed smoothly from the start. I took 
notes of the preceding narrative and afterward read them over 
to him. He had two corrections made and then approved then. 
He would have nothing in the notes concerning himself but there 
was in his conversation several points richly worth recording, 


In his youth and young manhood there was near his home a 
place where whiskey was kept for sale but neither the liquor 
nor the people who frequented the place had any attractions 
for him, He was not a drinking man. : 


He knew how to get crops from land and was successful 
financially. I visited him in July and he said he was then 
assured of a good yield from his standing crop and would there- 
fore-sell one of his cribs of corn, and suggested that I send 
him a buyer, which I was fortunately able to do at once and the 
cash for the whole crib was in his hand in a few days. 


A financial paper bore his name done in red at the top nd 
not at the bottom, He Paid as he went. Even the services of a 
physician were paid for when each call was made. cividently he 
brought up his family in the same way, for the undertaker was 
asked the amount due him before he left the burial lot, and the 
currency was slipped off the rolls and handed over for a most 
elegant outfit--as good and as fine as money could buy--and it 
certainly required a lot of it to buy it as will be attested 
by the persons who saw it Paid over. 


Nothing was too good for this sturdy old patriarch, who 
had for well along toward a century, stood as the exemplar of 
the type of manhood that has made this nation great. He sleeps 
well where he labored and in the soil that he loved. 


Note: The above was taken from the "Big Stone Gap Post", 
Wednesday, March 31, 1926, 
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Scenery Sl 
those who will but lend an ear. 

Here the L. & N, Railroad runs through a great fish-fin-like ledge known 
as Bee Rock; this is Said to be the shortest tunnel in the world. Along the 
upper reaches of the rock purple rhododendron grow. It is this scene which 
gave to John Fox, Jr., inspiration for his fa eeinate short story called "The 
Purple Rhododendron," 

Through this gorge passed an Indian trail; reaching to the Holston on 
the south and into the Shawnee settlements north of the Ohio River. It was 
one of the favored trails of Chief Benge, who marched Mrs, Fannie Dickenson 
Scott from Wallen's Valley through the gorge in 1785; it was here that Vincent 
Hobbs and his militia of Lee County shot and killed Benge and some of his 
party April 9, 1794, after they had captured the wives of Peter and Henry 
Livingston on North Holston River. Yes, here ended the Indian raids which 
had plagued the white settlers of Virginia's last frontier for more than forty 
years, 

HEAD OF POWELL VALLEY 


If the traveler turns left just west of the corporate limit of Norton, or 


turns right from highway 23 at Big Stone Gap, he'll come to the head of Powell . 


Valley. And there on its upper rim he may look down upon the great bowl in 
the earth, now checkered with farms and dotted with houses. He'll see the 
rugged cliffs of Powell Mountain to the south, the crags of Stone Mountain on 
his right; it is here that Stone Mountain seems to sprout out of the side of a 
Powell Mountain and head westward. Here in the head of this valley are 
caves which afforded saltpetre during the Civil War. 

Every hear hundreds of tourists park at the overlook and behold the pan- 


aroma of beauty; they snap pictures and try to catch an image of the grandeur 
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Abingdon, Virginia 
WILL OF EZEKIEL HOBBS 
Volume 7, Page 75 

I, Ezekiel Hobbs of Washington County and State of Virginia, do hereby make 
my last will and testament in manner and form following that is to say—I, said Hobbs, 
at this time being of sound and good memory. 

ist, I give unto my wife, Elizabeth, her choice to take a child’s part of mine 
inheritance or one-third part during her widowhood. 

2nd, I also desire after my death that all my property to the value of six pence 
be sold and divided as follows, to wit: 

I give unto my daughter, Polly Gobble, two dollars. I give to my son, John 
Hobbs, one hundred dollars in proprty such as belongs to the estate. I give to my 
son, Vincent Hobbs, one hundred dollars payable in the same way. 

I give to my son, Joel Hobbs; five dollars payable in the same manner. | give 
to my son, Nathan Hobbs, two dollars payable in the same manner. I give to my 
daughter, Nancy Rouse, fifty dollars payable in the same manner. I give to my son, 
Williams Hobbs, one hundred dollars payable in the same way. I give to my son, Isaac 
Hobbs, fifty dollars payable in the same manner. I give to my daughter, Ruth Hobbs, 
two dollars in the same way. I give to my daughter, Rebecca Hobbs, two dollars in 
the same way. I give to my two grandchildren, heirs of my son Benjamin Hobbs, Ezekiel 
and Polly, one dollar each in the same way. I give to my daughter, Rachel Grant, 
twenty dollars payable in the same manner. | give to my daughter, Betsy Rollins, one 
dollar in the same way. 

I do also desire that if not property enough to pay the several sums annexed 
to each ones name and gift the property so far as it will go must be paid and if any 
is lacking, land must be sold to the amount that is lacking. 

I do also desire that the balance of my land be rented by the family or other- 
vise to the best advantage. I also give to my several remaining children, viz, Wayne 
riobbs, Green Hobbs, Washington Hobbs, Jackson Hobbs, Harrison Hobbs, Shelby, 
Matilda Preston, Madison and Harriet Hobbs, all my lands and other property If any 
remaining to be equally divided among the last named children when the youngest 
vecomes of age. 

And lastly I do hereby. constitute and appoint my friends, Col. John Preston and 
john M. Preston executors of this my last will and testament hereby revoking all other 
former wills or testaments by me heretofor made. : 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this 11 day 
of November, 1831. 

i . re ‘his - namaste 

EZEKIEL .E. HOBB 
mark 
Signed, sealed, published and delivered as the last will and testament of the above 


' named Ezieke] Hobbs in the presence of us. 


Francis Ellington, Wm. M. Gobble, ENjah Mongle 
Page 76— : 

At a court held for Washington Co. the 27th day of July, 1835. 

A writing purported to be the last will and testament of Ezekiel Hobbs, deceased, 
and dated 11th day of Nov., 1831, was executed in court and offered for proof and 
admission to record by Wayne Hobbs, Green Hobbs and Harrison Hobbs, three of the 
legatees therein named which was opposed by William Hobbs and Nathan Hobbs, 
two other of the legatees and thereupon Francis Ellington, Wm. M. Gobble and Elijah 
Mongle, the subscribing witnesses to said will being sworn and examined: on con- 
sideration hereof the court is of the opinion that the witnesses aforesaid do not prove 
the execution of said will as required by the law. It is therefore ordered that it not 
be admitted to record. From which opinion of the court the said Wayne, Green, and 
Harrison Hobbs prayed an appeal to the next Circuit Superior Court of Law and 
Chancery for Washington County which is granted upon their entering into bond with 
security in the sum of two hundred dollars and thereupon they entered into and 
acknowledged their bond in the sum of two hundred dollars with Peter Hickman and 
Hiram Sproul their securities conditioned as the Jaw directs. 

And at a court held for Washington Cousty the 26th day of October, 1835. 

A writing purporting to be the last will’ and testament of Ezekiel Hobbs, de- 
ceased, and dated the 11th day of November, 1831, was again exhibited in’ court 
together with the judgement of the Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery for 
Washington County, dated the. 16th day of October, 1835, reversing and annulling the 
order of this court made on the 27th day of July, 1835, refusing to admit said will 
to record, and it appearing by the order of the reversal of the said Circuit Superior 
Court of Law and Chancery that the said will and proceedings therein are remanded 
to this court with directions to admit the said will to record and grant probate thereon. 
Therefore in pursuance of the judgement and order aforesaid it is hereby ordered that 
the said will be admitted to record. And it appearing to the court that John Preston 
and John M. Preston the executors named in the said will refuse to take upon them- 
selves the execution thereof, on the motion of Francis Ellington who took the oath of 
an administrator with the will annexed prescribed by law and entered into and 
acknowledged his bond in the sum of five thousand dollars with John Preston his 
security conditioned as the law directs. A certificate is therefore granted him for the 
administration of the estate of the said Ezekiel Hobbs, deceased, with the will annexed 
in due form. And it is further ordered that Abram Mongle and John Gobble who were 
heretofore appointed administrators of the estate of the said Ezekiel Hobbs, deceased, 
do deliver over the estate to the said Ellington and deliver up their letters of ad- 
ministration. 

Teste «©. 
JACOB LYNCH, DC 
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Benge : CLL ee Jo —AZe t7~-B- E> 
The following is the account of the killing of Benge, related by the Dr. | . ‘tena 3 bys Ries 
: ivi : : the bear, sat but a short time calmly and unterrified in their hiding 
pads ir ere guae Tei os ee places, until two of the highest up the precipice (V. Hobbs and J. Benbever ) 
Viewinia 4 "1846. “F P . gcon, saw an Indian and the wife of Peter Benbever (Livingston) marching down. 
Bercipents - the passage, but none of the rest of the party in sight, the prisoner in 


front of the dark rough savage, the two soldiers iron nerves grew stronger 
when they saw tne fair lady driven over the logs, brush and stones by an 
unfeeling savage. Each man cocked his gun and crouched behind a large log 


Mr. Editor. Having recently had an interview with the Venerable Dr. James 


Huff of Kentucky, the last of the brave party that defeated the celebrated ; ea deat & ecleccs the aeeecach of the tokio: vide mies pase 
Indian, Benge, and party who gave me the following account of that affair: basal et tiga 2 ae But ted dee tons to know whether the oe: 

: ‘ . : j f the party was in sight, Benbever cautiously raised his head above the 
That sometime in the month of April, 1794, just before daylight, a man by pee oe the eee and the keen eyed a saw him at a distance 
the name of John Henderson rode up to the Yokum station in Powell Valley, now of 40 yards, the rest not being in sight. At the sight of the white man's 
Lee County, and informed the station that the Indians had broke up some head, he stooped forward to throw off a pack and made the dark deep hollow 
families on the North Fork of the Holston, and had taken the \lives of Peter ring with a terrific Indian yell, at the same time making a blow with his on 
and Henry Livingston, and two servants of the former, also a black man from tomahawk, striking the woman on the head and she fell dead at his feet, 
Edward Callyhan, and that the men of the station desired to go in ahead of the wheeled and bounded off the way he had come. The two heroes seeing their 
returning party, as they were well acquainted with their route, and as was plan was all frustrated, rose from their hiding places, Benbever fired at 
common in those times the Cry of Indians was a sufficient call to arms, they the running savage without effect; Hobbs a celebrated marksman leveled his 
very soon mustered the following brave little band of mountain soldiers: piece and held it steadily upon a spot until the Indian passed by his sight 
Vincent Hobbs, John Benbever, Stephen Jones, James Huff, James Benbever, - when with quickness, with which the backwoodsmen are so wonderfully gifted, 
ee ee See ee, ee By s Semel Livingston, he fired and the Indian fell shot through the brains, and this was the 
George Yocum and Dotson, who were all equipped and on their celebrated Banas 
march to a pass in the Cumberland Mountain, where they soon arrived, but cae 
seeing no sign in the trace of the recent passage of Indians they divided All the party then left their hiding places, and rushed forward to rescue 
their company into small parties to examine the small streams, which were the rest of the prisoners when they found the Indians striding to make 
thickly lined with Laurel and Ivy to the Kentucky side, where a short their escape to the Laurel, and as they rushed upon the enemy who were 
distance from the pass of the mountain one of the party discovered a small trying to get into the iaaral with the prisoners, my informant says he 
stream of smoke rising from the edge of the Laurel and upon nearer approach, ran up near the Indian who had the other white women and raised his rifle 
he perceived through the dusk of the evening that it proceeded from the to shoot, who at that instant raised a tomahawk to strike the woman who 
camp of an Indian, who at the moment was stopped over kindling his fire, caught his arm and held it until my informant made several attempts to 
whereupon he deliberately raised his rifle, at the sharp crack of which shoot the Indian as he was dragging her by the arm, but at that time one 
io soa ee ee) eee ae Ws Keerale ee = of his comrades would seized his arm telling him not to shoot as he would 
that the foe was found. They soon gathered and after examination pronounced kill the woman. He then threw down his gun, drew his butcher knife, rushed 
their victim a forerunner or hunter sent forward to prepare provisions. So towards the Indian, at that instant the Indian crossed the log, jerked the 
they camped by the dead Indian during the night, at early dawn the next female against it and extricated his arm and as quick as lightning, entered 
morning recrossed the mountain ascending the Valley, marching rapidly to the thicket, but as he entered he received the contents of another man's 
regain a position in a deep hollow in the mountain that they supposed Benge rifle, which sent him bleeding to death in the Laurel. The party then 
and his party would pass. The writer has seen this spot, it is one of those collected all their prisoners and rushed to the tomahawked woman and to 
deep dark mountain passes where the ridge on each side seems to meet the their great joy found she was yet living, and so shortly afterwards with 
clouds and the center of the deep gloomy Valley below is covered with large their other prisoners delivered to her friends to the great joy of all. 


masses of unshaken rocks, filled everywhere with Laurel and Ivy, with the 
wild and furious stream tumbling and rolling in the midst. In this dismal 
place, the little band of soldiers took their stand, determined to dispute 
the passage of Benge to the last; and to rescue the prisoners or forfeit 
their lives in the attempt. For the purpose of attacking the enemy, they 
divided into two companies, and taking their stations near each other in 
the edge of the Laurel, adopting the following as a mode of attack. The 
first attack in front and rear, while the mountain upon either side afforded 
no possible passage for the Coward or the Conquered. The first company was 
not to fire until the rear of the enemy had passed them. Having thus secreted 
themselves along the hollow, which has terrors enough in itself to chill the 
blood of the timid without the exhibition of a deadly foe, these twelve brave 
woodsmen who were accustomed to the screams of the panther and the growls of 
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